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Bible Reading Guides:  
An Introduction 
 
 
This Bible reading guide is designed to be used with our 
community groups.  It includes three basic kinds of questions 
for each of the passages you will study and discuss. First, there 
are questions to get you thinking about the meaning of the 
passage. Then, there are questions to get you to thinking 
about how to apply the text to your daily life.  Finally, there 
are questions meant to help you think through how to best 
share what you’re learning with others, either for evangelism 
or encouragement. 
 The best way to use this guide is to spend some time 
reading over the passage, jotting down some notes as you 
think through it.  The passage is even included in case you 
want to underline or otherwise “mark up” the text as you 
think through it. Reading, thinking, and praying ahead of time 
will allow you to come better prepared for group discussion 
on Sunday nights.  
 We also encourage you to use the “Notes” sections at 
the end to record some concluding thoughts you may have 
after completing the study, as well prayer requests shared by 
those in your community group.   
 May God richly bless your prayerful study of his Word! 
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Session 1:  
The Relevance of Leviticus  
 
 
 
The Hiccup in Our Bible Reading Plans  
 
How often has it happened to you?  January comes around 
and you think, ‘I really need to read through the whole Bible 
this year.’  And you begin well.  You find a plan, you pull out 
your Bible, and you begin reading.  You hit some familiar 
stories and find some new ones as you move through Genesis.  
You come to Exodus and begin to see how Israel fits into 
things.  Some of the Law starts to bog you down but the 
narrative is interesting, frightening, and confusing—
sometimes all three at once!  Then you come to the Bible’s 
third book, Leviticus. Suddenly, your Bible reading is a 
struggle.  What you once looked forward to, you now try to 
avoid. Part of you feels guilty; this is the Bible after all!  But 
you just can’t seem to get into it.  You’re not alone.  So, the 
questions before you now are: 1) How can I get through this 
study, and 2) why should I even bother? 
 
 
Why Leviticus Matters  
 
Collin Hansen has written an article with the unlikely title, 
“Daring to Delight in Leviticus.”1  There, he interviews Old 
Testament scholar Jay Skylar about the book of Leviticus.  
Skylar offers some insight into the importance of this book to 
the Bible. One reason to be interested in Leviticus is because 
of how often it is quoted by the New Testament writers.  It 
may surprise you to know that Leviticus ranks as the sixth 
most quoted book of the New Testament, behind Genesis, 
Exodus, Deuteronomy, Psalms, and Isaiah.2  Along with this is 
the fact of the two commands that Jesus says are the most 
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important summarizing all of the Mosaic Law, one of them is 
found in Leviticus.  
 
 
The Gospel of Leviticus 
 
The most important reason for understanding the relevance of 
Leviticus is that it plays an important part in the storyline of 
the Bible.  Though, not a book with much narrative itself, it 
comes just after God has called his people out of Egypt and 
promises to dwell in their midst as their God and they as his 
people.  After seeing the display of God’s power over Egypt 
and his holy presence on the mountain of Sinai, the burning 
question on their minds is, ‘How can we—a sinful people—
dwell with a holy God?’  To this question, Skylar says Leviticus 
gives the following response:3  
 

Answer: Leviticus, which begins by explaining the 
sacrifices that address sin and enable them to worship 
this king rightly (Leviticus 1-7). 
 
Answer: Leviticus, which provides them with priests to 
intercede on their behalf and lead them in worship 
before the king (Leviticus 8-10). 
 
Answer: Leviticus, which gives them laws to teach them 
how to deal properly with impurity (Leviticus 11-15). 
 
Answer: Leviticus, which provides a yearly ceremony to 
remove every last ounce of sin and impurity from the 
kingdom (Leviticus 16). 
 
Answer: Leviticus, which provides a whole series of laws 
in other areas to direct them in living like a “kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation” (Leviticus 17-27). 
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In short, while we look at Leviticus as a burden, the 
Israelites looked at it as a life preserver!  It was the very 
thing that taught them how to live in relationship with 
this king who had just entered into covenant with them 
and descended into their very midst (Exod 40:34). 

 
Thus, taken in the larger context of the entire Bible’s storyline, 
this becomes a key question even for us today as well.  For it 
quickly becomes clear that apart from the principles and 
realities of Leviticus, we would not understand the work of 
Christ, which brings sinners like us into the safe presence of a 
holy God.   
 
 
Reading Leviticus  
 
As we begin reading Leviticus together, we want to begin with 
a bird’s eye view of the book, and see some of its central 
themes.  These are themes that bind the book together and 
still speak to us today in the 21st century.  Thus, this session 
will serve as an overview of the book of Leviticus.  It is 
designed to get you into the text, reading and exploring what 
we will be discussing over the next several weeks.    
 To get the most benefit from this study, we would 
encourage you to plan time to read straight through all of 
Leviticus over a couple days.  This should take between two 
and half to three hours depending on your reading speed.  You 
may be thinking, ‘Forget it!’  At the very least, you should skim 
the entire book in one sitting.  This won’t take as much time 
and it will help give you a sweep of the book’s contents before 
we dive into its parts.  This may not be something you’ve ever 
done before.  Give it a try and see how it helps you get the big 
picture of Leviticus.   
 After you’ve read through (or skimmed over) the whole 
book once, go through the study questions looking up the 
individual passages to answer the questions.  This will lead you 
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to think over the main themes that will come up again and 
again throughout this book.   
 Here is one final word on reading Leviticus and doing this 
study. Our recommendation is that not to try to do the study a 
few hours before your group meets.  Especially, when you are 
required to read more than one chapter, it would be best to 
space out your study over a couple of days.   
 
 
Getting Our Bearings 
 
Given the usual nature of Leviticus—a book full of detailed 
Laws that involve a culture distinct from ours—we want to get 
our bearing a little before we jump right into the study.  
 
1. Read Exodus 2:23-3:22.  Why did God rescue Israel from 

the hand of the Egyptians? 
 
 
 

2. Read Exodus 19:1-20:21.  What is the basis for God giving 
the Law to Israel?   
 
 
 

3. What implications should that have for Israel’s motivation 
for obeying the Law?  
 
 
 

4. How is the relationship between salvation and obedience 
in Israel’s life similar to way God relates to his new 
covenant people today (see Romans 12:1)? 
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5. As a Christian, what motivates you to obey God?  What 
should motivate you to obey God? 

 
 
 
 
Worship as a Holy People 
 
6. Skim over chapters 1-7.  What’s the central discussion in 

these chapters? 
 
 
 

7. How comprehensive is the discussion? 
 
 
 

8. What general feeling was produced as you read over these 
things?  Why do you think you felt that way?   
 
 
 

9. Why were these things necessary for Israel’s worship?  
Why are they necessary for us today? 
 
 
 

10. How does the design for holiness carry over into the 
worship of the new covenant people of God? 
 
 
 

11. Read and consider Romans 12:1.  What does this say 
about our worship today? 
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Serve as a Holy People 
 
12. According to chapters 8-10, who led the old covenant 

people of God in worship? 
 
 
 
13. What was their responsibility, as seen in 10:11? 
 
 
 
14. What other obvious responsibility did the priests have in 

their service to God? 
 
 
 
15. What happened to Aaron’s sons in 10:1-3?  Why were 

their actions so offensive to God?  
 
 
 
16. How was does this reflect the necessity of holiness in the 

service of the priests?  
 
 
 
17. Read and reflect on 1 Peter 2:1-10.  According to Peter, 

who are priests in the new covenant?  What does that say 
about the nature and character of their service to God? 

 
 
 
 
Live As a Holy People  
 
18. Read Leviticus 20:26.  How is this the theme of the book? 
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19. How is this theme emphasized on a personal level in 

chapters 17-26? 
 
 
   
20. Glancing over those chapters, what laws do you find odd 

or interesting?  Why? 
 
 
 
21. Do you see anything that seems out of place or too 

specific?   
 
 
 
22. What does the specificity and comprehensiveness of these 

laws say about the kind of holy lives God expects of his 
people? 

 
 
 
23. Thinking back to 1 Peter 2:1-10, what is similar and 

different between the old covenant and new covenant 
people of God when it comes to holiness? 

 
 
 
24. What difference has the coming of Christ made (see 

Hebrews 9:26-27)? 
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Everyday Discipleship  

25. How would you summarize what have we learned? 
 
 
 
 
26. How should we pray and change in response to what 

we’ve learned? 
 
 
 
27. Who can we prayerfully share what we’ve learned with 

and how? 
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Session 2: 
The Sacrifice of Offerings 
 
 
 
What Does Your Worship Cost You?  
 
The famous Baptist pastor W. A. Criswell once told the story of 
a father and his son who went one Saturday to the local 
county fair where they spent much on the midway rides, the 
games, and cotton candy. The next morning, as the two sat 
through a Sunday church service, the son watched his father 
drop paltry pittance in the offering plate as it passed. “What 
did this teach the lad?” Dr. Criswell rhetorically asked. The sad 
lesson learned that morning was that the county fair’s 
amusements were more important than the worship of God.  
If that story serves as a metaphor for our thinking about 
worship, David offers the corrective many of us need to near: 
“I will not offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God that cost 
me nothing” (2 Samuel 24:24). Every person should give and 
should give sacrificially to the Lord’s work if there is to be true 
worship.4  
 In these opening chapters, we see the cost for Israel’s 
worship.  A cost that is measured not only in the finances 
needed to offer it, but in the weight of sin that had to be dealt 
with. So as you read through these chapters, look past the 
cultural distance of sacrifice and offering and think about what 
they are saying about the way God’s people are to approach 
him in worship.   
 
 
Leviticus 1:1-7:38 
 
The LORD called Moses and spoke to him from the tent of 
meeting, saying, 2“Speak to the people of Israel and say to 
them, When any one of you brings an offering to the LORD, 
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you shall bring your offering of livestock from the herd or 
from the flock.  

3“If his offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he shall 
offer a male without blemish. He shall bring it to the entrance 
of the tent of meeting, that he may be accepted before the 
LORD. 4He shall lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, 
and it shall be accepted for him to make atonement for him. 
5Then he shall kill the bull before the LORD, and Aaron’s sons 
the priests shall bring the blood and throw the blood against 
the sides of the altar that is at the entrance of the tent of 
meeting. 6Then he shall flay the burnt offering and cut it into 
pieces, 7and the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire on the 
altar and arrange wood on the fire. 8And Aaron’s sons the 
priests shall arrange the pieces, the head, and the fat, on the 
wood that is on the fire on the altar; 9but its entrails and its 
legs he shall wash with water. And the priest shall burn all of 
it on the altar, as a burnt offering, a food offering with a 
pleasing aroma to the LORD.  

10“If his gift for a burnt offering is from the flock, from the 
sheep or goats, he shall bring a male without blemish, 11and 
he shall kill it on the north side of the altar before the LORD, 
and Aaron’s sons the priests shall throw its blood against the 
sides of the altar. 12And he shall cut it into pieces, with its 
head and its fat, and the priest shall arrange them on the 
wood that is on the fire on the altar, 13but the entrails and 
the legs he shall wash with water. And the priest shall offer 
all of it and burn it on the altar; it is a burnt offering, a food 
offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD.  

14“If his offering to the LORD is a burnt offering of birds, 
then he shall bring his offering of turtledoves or pigeons. 15 
And the priest shall bring it to the altar and wring off its head 
and burn it on the altar. Its blood shall be drained out on the 
side of the altar. 16He shall remove its crop with its contents 
and cast it beside the altar on the east side, in the place for 
ashes. 17He shall tear it open by its wings, but shall not sever 
it completely. And the priest shall burn it on the altar, on the 
wood that is on the fire. It is a burnt offering, a food offering 
with a pleasing aroma to the LORD.  
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    2:1“When anyone brings a grain offering as an offering to 
the LORD, his offering shall be of fine flour. He shall pour oil 
on it and put frankincense on it 2and bring it to Aaron’s sons 
the priests. And he shall take from it a handful of the fine 
flour and oil, with all of its frankincense, and the priest shall 
burn this as its memorial portion on the altar, a food offering 
with a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 3But the rest of the grain 
offering shall be for Aaron and his sons; it is a most holy part 
of the LORD’s food offerings.  

4“When you bring a grain offering baked in the oven as an 
offering, it shall be unleavened loaves of fine flour mixed with 
oil or unleavened wafers smeared with oil. 5And if your 
offering is a grain offering baked on a griddle, it shall be of 
fine flour unleavened, mixed with oil. 6You shall break it in 
pieces and pour oil on it; it is a grain offering. 7And if your 
offering is a grain offering cooked in a pan, it shall be made 
of fine flour with oil. 8And you shall bring the grain offering 
that is made of these things to the LORD, and when it is 
presented to the priest, he shall bring it to the altar. 9And the 
priest shall take from the grain offering its memorial portion 
and burn this on the altar, a food offering with a pleasing 
aroma to the LORD. 10But the rest of the grain offering shall 
be for Aaron and his sons; it is a most holy part of the LORD’s 
food offerings.  

11“No grain offering that you bring to the LORD shall be 
made with leaven, for you shall burn no leaven nor any honey 
as a food offering to the LORD. 12As an offering of firstfruits 
you may bring them to the LORD, but they shall not be offered 
on the altar for a pleasing aroma. 13You shall season all your 
grain offerings with salt. You shall not let the salt of the 
covenant with your God be missing from your grain offering; 
with all your offerings you shall offer salt.  

14“If you offer a grain offering of firstfruits to the LORD, you 
shall offer for the grain offering of your firstfruits fresh ears, 
roasted with fire, crushed new grain. 15And you shall put oil 
on it and lay frankincense on it; it is a grain offering. 16And 
the priest shall burn as its memorial portion some of the 
crushed grain and some of the oil with all of its frankincense; 
it is a food offering to the LORD.  
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 3:1“If his offering is a sacrifice of peace offering, if he 
offers an animal from the herd, male or female, he shall offer 
it without blemish before the LORD. 2And he shall lay his hand 
on the head of his offering and kill it at the entrance of the 
tent of meeting, and Aaron’s sons the priests shall throw the 
blood against the sides of the altar. 3And from the sacrifice of 
the peace offering, as a food offering to the LORD, he shall 
offer the fat covering the entrails and all the fat that is on the 
entrails, 4and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at 
the loins, and the long lobe of the liver that he shall remove 
with the kidneys. 5Then Aaron’s sons shall burn it on the altar 
on top of the burnt offering, which is on the wood on the fire; 
it is a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD.  

6“If his offering for a sacrifice of peace offering to the LORD 
is an animal from the flock, male or female, he shall offer it 
without blemish. 7If he offers a lamb for his offering, then he 
shall offer it before the LORD, 8lay his hand on the head of his 
offering, and kill it in front of the tent of meeting; and Aaron’s 
sons shall throw its blood against the sides of the altar. 9Then 
from the sacrifice of the peace offering he shall offer as a food 
offering to the LORD its fat; he shall remove the whole fat tail, 
cut off close to the backbone, and the fat that covers the 
entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails 10and the two 
kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins and the long 
lobe of the liver that he shall remove with the kidneys. 11And 
the priest shall burn it on the altar as a food offering to the 
LORD.  

12“If his offering is a goat, then he shall offer it before the 
LORD 13and lay his hand on its head and kill it in front of the 
tent of meeting, and the sons of Aaron shall throw its blood 
against the sides of the altar. 14Then he shall offer from it, as 
his offering for a food offering to the LORD, the fat covering 
the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails 15and the 
two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins and the 
long lobe of the liver that he shall remove with the kidneys. 
16And the priest shall burn them on the altar as a food 
offering with a pleasing aroma. All fat is the LORD’s. 17It shall 
be a statute forever throughout your generations, in all your 
dwelling places, that you eat neither fat nor blood.”  
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       4:1And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to the 
people of Israel, saying, If anyone sins unintentionally in any 
of the LORD’s commandments about things not to be done, 
and does any one of them, 3if it is the anointed priest who 
sins, thus bringing guilt on the people, then he shall offer for 
the sin that he has committed a bull from the herd without 
blemish to the LORD for a sin offering. 4He shall bring the bull 
to the entrance of the tent of meeting before the LORD and lay 
his hand on the head of the bull and kill the bull before the 
LORD. 5And the anointed priest shall take some of the blood of 
the bull and bring it into the tent of meeting, 6and the priest 
shall dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle part of the blood 
seven times before the LORD in front of the veil of the 
sanctuary. 7And the priest shall put some of the blood on the 
horns of the altar of fragrant incense before the LORD that is 
in the tent of meeting, and all the rest of the blood of the bull 
he shall pour out at the base of the altar of burnt offering 
that is at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 8And all the fat 
of the bull of the sin offering he shall remove from it, the fat 
that covers the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails 
9and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins 
and the long lobe of the liver that he shall remove with the 
kidneys 10(just as these are taken from the ox of the sacrifice 
of the peace offerings); and the priest shall burn them on the 
altar of burnt offering. 11But the skin of the bull and all its 
flesh, with its head, its legs, its entrails, and its dung— 12all 
the rest of the bull—he shall carry outside the camp to a 
clean place, to the ash heap, and shall burn it up on a fire of 
wood. On the ash heap it shall be burned up.  

13“If the whole congregation of Israel sins unintentionally 
and the thing is hidden from the eyes of the assembly, and 
they do any one of the things that by the LORD’s 
commandments ought not to be done, and they realize their 
guilt, 14when the sin which they have committed becomes 
known, the assembly shall offer a bull from the herd for a sin 
offering and bring it in front of the tent of meeting. 15And the 
elders of the congregation shall lay their hands on the head 
of the bull before the LORD, and the bull shall be killed before 
the LORD. 16Then the anointed priest shall bring some of the 
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blood of the bull into the tent of meeting, 17and the priest 
shall dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle it seven times 
before the LORD in front of the veil. 18And he shall put some of 
the blood on the horns of the altar that is in the tent of 
meeting before the LORD, and the rest of the blood he shall 
pour out at the base of the altar of burnt offering that is at 
the entrance of the tent of meeting. 19And all its fat he shall 
take from it and burn on the altar. 20Thus shall he do with the 
bull. As he did with the bull of the sin offering, so shall he do 
with this. And the priest shall make atonement for them, and 
they shall be forgiven. 21And he shall carry the bull outside 
the camp and burn it up as he burned the first bull; it is the 
sin offering for the assembly.  

22“When a leader sins, doing unintentionally any one of all 
the things that by the commandments of the LORD his God 
ought not to be done, and realizes his guilt, 23or the sin which 
he has committed is made known to him, he shall bring as his 
offering a goat, a male without blemish, 24and shall lay his 
hand on the head of the goat and kill it in the place where 
they kill the burnt offering before the LORD; it is a sin offering. 
25Then the priest shall take some of the blood of the sin 
offering with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of 
burnt offering and pour out the rest of its blood at the base of 
the altar of burnt offering. 26And all its fat he shall burn on 
the altar, like the fat of the sacrifice of peace offerings. So the 
priest shall make atonement for him for his sin, and he shall 
be forgiven.  

27“If anyone of the common people sins unintentionally in 
doing any one of the things that by the LORD’s 
commandments ought not to be done, and realizes his guilt, 
28or the sin which he has committed is made known to him, 
he shall bring for his offering a goat, a female without 
blemish, for his sin which he has committed. 29And he shall 
lay his hand on the head of the sin offering and kill the sin 
offering in the place of burnt offering. 30And the priest shall 
take some of its blood with his finger and put it on the horns 
of the altar of burnt offering and pour out all the rest of its 
blood at the base of the altar. 31And all its fat he shall remove, 
as the fat is removed from the peace offerings, and the priest 
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shall burn it on the altar for a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 
And the priest shall make atonement for him, and he shall be 
forgiven.  

32“If he brings a lamb as his offering for a sin offering, he 
shall bring a female without blemish 33and lay his hand on 
the head of the sin offering and kill it for a sin offering in the 
place where they kill the burnt offering. 34Then the priest 
shall take some of the blood of the sin offering with his finger 
and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering and pour 
out all the rest of its blood at the base of the altar. 35And all 
its fat he shall remove as the fat of the lamb is removed from 
the sacrifice of peace offerings, and the priest shall burn it on 
the altar, on top of the LORD’s food offerings. And the priest 
shall make atonement for him for the sin which he has 
committed, and he shall be forgiven.  
         5:1“If anyone sins in that he hears a public adjuration to 
testify, and though he is a witness, whether he has seen or 
come to know the matter, yet does not speak, he shall bear 
his iniquity; 2or if anyone touches an unclean thing, whether 
a carcass of an unclean wild animal or a carcass of unclean 
livestock or a carcass of unclean swarming things, and it is 
hidden from him and he has become unclean, and he realizes 
his guilt; 3or if he touches human uncleanness, of whatever 
sort the uncleanness may be with which one becomes 
unclean, and it is hidden from him, when he comes to know it, 
and realizes his guilt; 4or if anyone utters with his lips a rash 
oath to do evil or to do good, any sort of rash oath that 
people swear, and it is hidden from him, when he comes to 
know it, and he realizes his guilt in any of these; 5when he 
realizes his guilt in any of these and confesses the sin he has 
committed, 6he shall bring to the LORD as his compensation 
for the sin that he has committed, a female from the flock, a 
lamb or a goat, for a sin offering. And the priest shall make 
atonement for him for his sin.  

7“But if he cannot afford a lamb, then he shall bring to the 
LORD as his compensation for the sin that he has committed 
two turtledoves or two pigeons, one for a sin offering and the 
other for a burnt offering. 8He shall bring them to the priest, 
who shall offer first the one for the sin offering. He shall 



 

22 

wring its head from its neck but shall not sever it completely, 
9and he shall sprinkle some of the blood of the sin offering on 
the side of the altar, while the rest of the blood shall be 
drained out at the base of the altar; it is a sin offering. 10Then 
he shall offer the second for a burnt offering according to the 
rule. And the priest shall make atonement for him for the sin 
that he has committed, and he shall be forgiven.  

11“But if he cannot afford two turtledoves or two pigeons, 
then he shall bring as his offering for the sin that he has 
committed a tenth of an ephah of fine flour for a sin offering. 
He shall put no oil on it and shall put no frankincense on it, 
for it is a sin offering. 12And he shall bring it to the priest, and 
the priest shall take a handful of it as its memorial portion 
and burn this on the altar, on the LORD’s food offerings; it is a 
sin offering. 13Thus the priest shall make atonement for him 
for the sin which he has committed in any one of these things, 
and he shall be forgiven. And the remainder shall be for the 
priest, as in the grain offering.”  

14The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 15“If anyone commits a 
breach of faith and sins unintentionally in any of the holy 
things of the LORD, he shall bring to the LORD as his 
compensation, a ram without blemish out of the flock, valued 
in silver shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, for 
a guilt offering. 16He shall also make restitution for what he 
has done amiss in the holy thing and shall add a fifth to it and 
give it to the priest. And the priest shall make atonement for 
him with the ram of the guilt offering, and he shall be 
forgiven.  

17“If anyone sins, doing any of the things that by the LORD’s 
commandments ought not to be done, though he did not 
know it, then realizes his guilt, he shall bear his iniquity. 18He 
shall bring to the priest a ram without blemish out of the 
flock, or its equivalent for a guilt offering, and the priest shall 
make atonement for him for the mistake that he made 
unintentionally, and he shall be forgiven. 19It is a guilt 
offering; he has indeed incurred guilt before the LORD.”  
        6:1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“If anyone sins and 
commits a breach of faith against the LORD by deceiving his 
neighbor in a matter of deposit or security, or through 
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robbery, or if he has oppressed his neighbor 3or has found 
something lost and lied about it, swearing falsely—in any of 
all the things that people do and sin thereby— 4if he has 
sinned and has realized his guilt and will restore what he 
took by robbery or what he got by oppression or the deposit 
that was committed to him or the lost thing that he found 5or 
anything about which he has sworn falsely, he shall restore it 
in full and shall add a fifth to it, and give it to him to whom it 
belongs on the day he realizes his guilt. 6And he shall bring to 
the priest as his compensation to the LORD a ram without 
blemish out of the flock, or its equivalent for a guilt offering. 
7And the priest shall make atonement for him before the 
LORD, and he shall be forgiven for any of the things that one 
may do and thereby become guilty.”  

8The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 9“Command Aaron and 
his sons, saying, This is the law of the burnt offering. The 
burnt offering shall be on the hearth on the altar all night 
until the morning, and the fire of the altar shall be kept 
burning on it. 10And the priest shall put on his linen garment 
and put his linen undergarment on his body, and he shall take 
up the ashes to which the fire has reduced the burnt offering 
on the altar and put them beside the altar. 11Then he shall 
take off his garments and put on other garments and carry 
the ashes outside the camp to a clean place. 12The fire on the 
altar shall be kept burning on it; it shall not go out. The priest 
shall burn wood on it every morning, and he shall arrange 
the burnt offering on it and shall burn on it the fat of the 
peace offerings. 13Fire shall be kept burning on the altar 
continually; it shall not go out.  

14“And this is the law of the grain offering. The sons of 
Aaron shall offer it before the LORD in front of the altar. 15And 
one shall take from it a handful of the fine flour of the grain 
offering and its oil and all the frankincense that is on the 
grain offering and burn this as its memorial portion on the 
altar, a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 16And the rest of it Aaron 
and his sons shall eat. It shall be eaten unleavened in a holy 
place. In the court of the tent of meeting they shall eat it. 17It 
shall not be baked with leaven. I have given it as their portion 
of my food offerings. It is a thing most holy, like the sin 
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offering and the guilt offering. 18Every male among the 
children of Aaron may eat of it, as decreed forever 
throughout your generations, from the LORD’s food offerings. 
Whatever touches them shall become holy.”  

19The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 20“This is the offering 
that Aaron and his sons shall offer to the LORD on the day 
when he is anointed: a tenth of an ephah of fine flour as a 
regular grain offering, half of it in the morning and half in 
the evening. 21It shall be made with oil on a griddle. You shall 
bring it well mixed, in baked pieces like a grain offering, and 
offer it for a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 22The priest from 
among Aaron’s sons, who is anointed to succeed him, shall 
offer it to the LORD as decreed forever. The whole of it shall be 
burned. 23Every grain offering of a priest shall be wholly 
burned. It shall not be eaten.”  

24The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 25“Speak to Aaron and 
his sons, saying, This is the law of the sin offering. In the place 
where the burnt offering is killed shall the sin offering be 
killed before the LORD; it is most holy. 26The priest who offers 
it for sin shall eat it. In a holy place it shall be eaten, in the 
court of the tent of meeting. 27Whatever touches its flesh shall 
be holy, and when any of its blood is splashed on a garment, 
you shall wash that on which it was splashed in a holy place. 
28And the earthenware vessel in which it is boiled shall be 
broken. But if it is boiled in a bronze vessel, that shall be 
scoured and rinsed in water. 29Every male among the priests 
may eat of it; it is most holy. 30But no sin offering shall be 
eaten from which any blood is brought into the tent of 
meeting to make atonement in the Holy Place; it shall be 
burned up with fire.  
        7:1“This is the law of the guilt offering. It is most holy. 2In 
the place where they kill the burnt offering they shall kill the 
guilt offering, and its blood shall be thrown against the sides 
of the altar. 3And all its fat shall be offered, the fat tail, the fat 
that covers the entrails, 4the two kidneys with the fat that is 
on them at the loins, and the long lobe of the liver that he 
shall remove with the kidneys. 5The priest shall burn them on 
the altar as a food offering to the LORD; it is a guilt offering. 
6Every male among the priests may eat of it. It shall be eaten 
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in a holy place. It is most holy. 7The guilt offering is just like 
the sin offering; there is one law for them. The priest who 
makes atonement with it shall have it. 8And the priest who 
offers any man’s burnt offering shall have for himself the skin 
of the burnt offering that he has offered. 9And every grain 
offering baked in the oven and all that is prepared on a pan 
or a griddle shall belong to the priest who offers it. 10And 
every grain offering, mixed with oil or dry, shall be shared 
equally among all the sons of Aaron.  

11“And this is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings that 
one may offer to the LORD. 12If he offers it for a thanksgiving, 
then he shall offer with the thanksgiving sacrifice unleavened 
loaves mixed with oil, unleavened wafers smeared with oil, 
and loaves of fine flour well mixed with oil. 13With the 
sacrifice of his peace offerings for thanksgiving he shall bring 
his offering with loaves of leavened bread. 14And from it he 
shall offer one loaf from each offering, as a gift to the LORD. It 
shall belong to the priest who throws the blood of the peace 
offerings. 15And the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offerings 
for thanksgiving shall be eaten on the day of his offering. He 
shall not leave any of it until the morning. 16But if the 
sacrifice of his offering is a vow offering or a freewill offering, 
it shall be eaten on the day that he offers his sacrifice, and on 
the next day what remains of it shall be eaten. 17But what 
remains of the flesh of the sacrifice on the third day shall be 
burned up with fire. 18If any of the flesh of the sacrifice of his 
peace offering is eaten on the third day, he who offers it shall 
not be accepted, neither shall it be credited to him. It is 
tainted, and he who eats of it shall bear his iniquity.  

19“Flesh that touches any unclean thing shall not be eaten. 
It shall be burned up with fire. All who are clean may eat 
flesh, 20but the person who eats of the flesh of the sacrifice of 
the LORD’s peace offerings while an uncleanness is on him, 
that person shall be cut off from his people. 21And if anyone 
touches an unclean thing, whether human uncleanness or an 
unclean beast or any unclean detestable creature, and then 
eats some flesh from the sacrifice of the LORD’s peace 
offerings, that person shall be cut off from his people.”  
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22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 23“Speak to the people 
of Israel, saying, You shall eat no fat, of ox or sheep or goat. 
24The fat of an animal that dies of itself and the fat of one 
that is torn by beasts may be put to any other use, but on no 
account shall you eat it. 25For every person who eats of the 
fat of an animal of which a food offering may be made to the 
LORD shall be cut off from his people. 26Moreover, you shall 
eat no blood whatever, whether of fowl or of animal, in any of 
your dwelling places. 27Whoever eats any blood, that person 
shall be cut off from his people.”  

28The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 29“Speak to the people 
of Israel, saying, Whoever offers the sacrifice of his peace 
offerings to the LORD shall bring his offering to the LORD from 
the sacrifice of his peace offerings. 30His own hands shall 
bring the LORD’s food offerings. He shall bring the fat with the 
breast, that the breast may be waved as a wave offering 
before the LORD. 31The priest shall burn the fat on the altar, 
but the breast shall be for Aaron and his sons. 32And the right 
thigh you shall give to the priest as a contribution from the 
sacrifice of your peace offerings. 33Whoever among the sons 
of Aaron offers the blood of the peace offerings and the fat 
shall have the right thigh for a portion. 34For the breast that 
is waved and the thigh that is contributed I have taken from 
the people of Israel, out of the sacrifices of their peace 
offerings, and have given them to Aaron the priest and to his 
sons, as a perpetual due from the people of Israel. 35This is 
the portion of Aaron and of his sons from the LORD’s food 
offerings, from the day they were presented to serve as 
priests of the LORD. 36The LORD commanded this to be given 
them by the people of Israel, from the day that he anointed 
them. It is a perpetual due throughout their generations.”  

37This is the law of the burnt offering, of the grain offering, 
of the sin offering, of the guilt offering, of the ordination 
offering, and of the peace offering, 38which the LORD 
commanded Moses on Mount Sinai, on the day that he 
commanded the people of Israel to bring their offerings to the 
LORD, in the wilderness of Sinai.  
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The Burnt Offering  
 
1. Glance back over Leviticus 1:1-17 and 6:8-13.  What is 

being offered here?  How is it offered? 
 
 
 
 
2. Why was this offering given to God? 
 
 
 
 
3. What does the offering emphasize in Israel’s relationship 

to God?  
 
 
 
 
The Grain Offering 
 
4. Glance back over Leviticus 2:1-16 and 6:14-23.  What is 

being offered here?  How is it offered? 
 
 
 
 
5. Why was this offering given to God? 
 
 
 
 
6. What does the offering emphasize in Israel’s relationship 

to God? 
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The Peace Offering  
 
7. Glance back over Leviticus 3:1-17 and 7:11-34.  What is 

being offered here?  How is it offered? 
 
 
 
 
8. Why was this offering given to God? 
 
 
 
 
9. What does the offering emphasize in Israel’s relationship 

to God? 
 
 
 
 
The Sin Offering 
 
10. Glance back over Leviticus 4:1-5:13 and 6:24-30.  What is 

being offered here?  How is it offered? 
 
 
 
 
11. Why was this offering given to God? 
 
 
 
 
12. What does the offering emphasize in Israel’s relationship 

to God? 
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The Guilt Offering  
 
13. Glance back over Leviticus 5:14-6:7 and 7:1-6.  What is 

being offered here?  How is it offered? 
 
 
 
 
14. Why was this offering given to God? 
 
 
 
 
15. What does the offering emphasize in Israel’s relationship 

to God? 
 
 
 
 
The New Covenant  
 
16. How do these offerings point forward to Christ?  How 

does he fulfill them? 
 
 
 
17. How should these offerings cause us to think about what 

was necessary to bring us God that we might worship 
him? 

 
 
 
18. How is this cost reflected in your attitudes towards daily, 

family, and church-wide worship? 
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19. What could be changed in your mindset about worship? 
 
 
 
20. What could be changed in your practice of worship? 
 
 
 
21. What can you do to bring about these changes? 
 
 
 
 
 
Everyday Discipleship  
 
22. How would you summarize what have we learned? 
 
 
 
23. How should we pray and change in response to what 

we’ve learned? 
 
 
 
24. Who can we prayerfully share what we’ve learned with 

and how? 
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Session 3: 
The Purity of the Priesthood 
 
 
 
Pride and the Priesthood  
 
In the church I grew up in, the pastor was once burned by an  
assistant minister who had an affair with one of the youth in 
the church.  As a result, it took him a long while to trust the 
man hired to replace the fallen leader. Unfortunately, this 
meant that this replacement minister was never actually 
ordained until the senior pastor left over a decade later.   
 Soon after his ordination, the man saw that he and the 
other newly ordained youth minister had their names listed 
right under the new senior pastor as “ministers” of the church.  
But, to his surprise, right under their names, the bulletin said, 
“Ministers: All Members.”  At first, he man was taken aback 
and little upset.  He had waited so long to be recognized for 
the ministry he had been called to and now it seemed to be 
rendered indistinguishable from any other member of the 
church!  It wasn’t long before God convicted him of his pride 
and reminded him of the teaching that all members of the 
new covenant are meant to serve as priests to God.   
 But such was not the case under the old covenant as we 
will see in these chapters.  Yet, even as we see the nature of 
the old covenant priesthood, we should see something of our 
calling today. More than that, we should see the perfect 
ministry our own High Priest who brings us to God and gives a 
ministry before him.  
 
 
Leviticus 8:1-10:20 
 
The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Take Aaron and his sons 
with him, and the garments and the anointing oil and the bull 
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of the sin offering and the two rams and the basket of 
unleavened bread. 3And assemble all the congregation at the 
entrance of the tent of meeting.” 4And Moses did as the LORD 
commanded him, and the congregation was assembled at the 
entrance of the tent of meeting.  

5And Moses said to the congregation, “This is the thing 
that the LORD has commanded to be done.” 6And Moses 
brought Aaron and his sons and washed them with water. 
7And he put the coat on him and tied the sash around his 
waist and clothed him with the robe and put the ephod on 
him and tied the skillfully woven band of the ephod around 
him, binding it to him with the band. 8And he placed the 
breastpiece on him, and in the breastpiece he put the Urim 
and the Thummim. 9And he set the turban on his head, and 
on the turban, in front, he set the golden plate, the holy 
crown, as the LORD commanded Moses.  

10Then Moses took the anointing oil and anointed the 
tabernacle and all that was in it, and consecrated them. 
11And he sprinkled some of it on the altar seven times, and 
anointed the altar and all its utensils and the basin and its 
stand, to consecrate them. 12And he poured some of the 
anointing oil on Aaron’s head and anointed him to 
consecrate him. 13And Moses brought Aaron’s sons and 
clothed them with coats and tied sashes around their waists 
and bound caps on them, as the LORD commanded Moses.  

14Then he brought the bull of the sin offering, and Aaron 
and his sons laid their hands on the head of the bull of the sin 
offering. 15And he killed it, and Moses took the blood, and 
with his finger put it on the horns of the altar around it and 
purified the altar and poured out the blood at the base of the 
altar and consecrated it to make atonement for it. 16And he 
took all the fat that was on the entrails and the long lobe of 
the liver and the two kidneys with their fat, and Moses 
burned them on the altar. 17But the bull and its skin and its 
flesh and its dung he burned up with fire outside the camp, as 
the LORD commanded Moses.  

18Then he presented the ram of the burnt offering, and 
Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the head of the ram. 
19And he killed it, and Moses threw the blood against the 
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sides of the altar. 20He cut the ram into pieces, and Moses 
burned the head and the pieces and the fat. 21He washed the 
entrails and the legs with water, and Moses burned the whole 
ram on the altar. It was a burnt offering with a pleasing 
aroma, a food offering for the LORD, as the LORD commanded 
Moses.  

22Then he presented the other ram, the ram of ordination, 
and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the head of the 
ram. 23And he killed it, and Moses took some of its blood and 
put it on the lobe of Aaron’s right ear and on the thumb of his 
right hand and on the big toe of his right foot. 24Then he 
presented Aaron’s sons, and Moses put some of the blood on 
the lobes of their right ears and on the thumbs of their right 
hands and on the big toes of their right feet. And Moses threw 
the blood against the sides of the altar. 25Then he took the fat 
and the fat tail and all the fat that was on the entrails and 
the long lobe of the liver and the two kidneys with their fat 
and the right thigh, 26and out of the basket of unleavened 
bread that was before the LORD he took one unleavened loaf 
and one loaf of bread with oil and one wafer and placed them 
on the pieces of fat and on the right thigh. 27And he put all 
these in the hands of Aaron and in the hands of his sons and 
waved them as a wave offering before the LORD. 28Then Moses 
took them from their hands and burned them on the altar 
with the burnt offering. This was an ordination offering with 
a pleasing aroma, a food offering to the LORD. 29And Moses 
took the breast and waved it for a wave offering before the 
LORD. It was Moses’ portion of the ram of ordination, as the 
LORD commanded Moses.  

30Then Moses took some of the anointing oil and of the 
blood that was on the altar and sprinkled it on Aaron and his 
garments, and also on his sons and his sons’ garments. So he 
consecrated Aaron and his garments, and his sons and his 
sons’ garments with him.  

31And Moses said to Aaron and his sons, “Boil the flesh at 
the entrance of the tent of meeting, and there eat it and the 
bread that is in the basket of ordination offerings, as I 
commanded, saying, ‘Aaron and his sons shall eat it.’ 32And 
what remains of the flesh and the bread you shall burn up 
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with fire. 33And you shall not go outside the entrance of the 
tent of meeting for seven days, until the days of your 
ordination are completed, for it will take seven days to ordain 
you. 34As has been done today, the LORD has commanded to 
be done to make atonement for you. 35At the entrance of the 
tent of meeting you shall remain day and night for seven 
days, performing what the LORD has charged, so that you do 
not die, for so I have been commanded.” 36And Aaron and his 
sons did all the things that the LORD commanded by Moses.  
         9:1On the eighth day Moses called Aaron and his sons and 
the elders of Israel, 2and he said to Aaron, “Take for yourself 
a bull calf for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering, 
both without blemish, and offer them before the LORD. 3And 
say to the people of Israel, ‘Take a male goat for a sin 
offering, and a calf and a lamb, both a year old without 
blemish, for a burnt offering, 4and an ox and a ram for peace 
offerings, to sacrifice before the LORD, and a grain offering 
mixed with oil, for today the LORD will appear to you.’ ” 5And 
they brought what Moses commanded in front of the tent of 
meeting, and all the congregation drew near and stood 
before the LORD. 6And Moses said, “This is the thing that the 
LORD commanded you to do, that the glory of the LORD may 
appear to you.” 7Then Moses said to Aaron, “Draw near to the 
altar and offer your sin offering and your burnt offering and 
make atonement for yourself and for the people, and bring 
the offering of the people and make atonement for them, as 
the LORD has commanded.”  

8So Aaron drew near to the altar and killed the calf of the 
sin offering, which was for himself. 9And the sons of Aaron 
presented the blood to him, and he dipped his finger in the 
blood and put it on the horns of the altar and poured out the 
blood at the base of the altar. 10But the fat and the kidneys 
and the long lobe of the liver from the sin offering he burned 
on the altar, as the LORD commanded Moses. 11The flesh and 
the skin he burned up with fire outside the camp.  

12Then he killed the burnt offering, and Aaron’s sons 
handed him the blood, and he threw it against the sides of the 
altar. 13And they handed the burnt offering to him, piece by 
piece, and the head, and he burned them on the altar. 14And 
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he washed the entrails and the legs and burned them with the 
burnt offering on the altar.  

15Then he presented the people’s offering and took the 
goat of the sin offering that was for the people and killed it 
and offered it as a sin offering, like the first one. 16And he 
presented the burnt offering and offered it according to the 
rule. 17And he presented the grain offering, took a handful of 
it, and burned it on the altar, besides the burnt offering of the 
morning.  

18Then he killed the ox and the ram, the sacrifice of peace 
offerings for the people. And Aaron’s sons handed him the 
blood, and he threw it against the sides of the altar. 19But the 
fat pieces of the ox and of the ram, the fat tail and that which 
covers the entrails and the kidneys and the long lobe of the 
liver— 20they put the fat pieces on the breasts, and he burned 
the fat pieces on the altar, 21 but the breasts and the right 
thigh Aaron waved for a wave offering before the LORD, as 
Moses commanded.  

22 Then Aaron lifted up his hands toward the people and 
blessed them, and he came down from offering the sin 
offering and the burnt offering and the peace offerings. 23 
And Moses and Aaron went into the tent of meeting, and 
when they came out they blessed the people, and the glory of 
the LORD appeared to all the people. 24 And fire came out 
from before the LORD and consumed the burnt offering and 
the pieces of fat on the altar, and when all the people saw it, 
they shouted and fell on their faces.  
         10:1 Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his 
censer and put fire in it and laid incense on it and offered 
unauthorized fire before the LORD, which he had not 
commanded them. 2And fire came out from before the LORD 
and consumed them, and they died before the LORD. 3Then 
Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the LORD has said, ‘Among 
those who are near me I will be sanctified, and before all the 
people I will be glorified.’ ” And Aaron held his peace.  

4And Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons of Uzziel 
the uncle of Aaron, and said to them, “Come near; carry your 
brothers away from the front of the sanctuary and out of the 
camp.” 5So they came near and carried them in their coats 
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out of the camp, as Moses had said. 6And Moses said to Aaron 
and to Eleazar and Ithamar his sons, “Do not let the hair of 
your heads hang loose, and do not tear your clothes, lest you 
die, and wrath come upon all the congregation; but let your 
brothers, the whole house of Israel, bewail the burning that 
the LORD has kindled. 7And do not go outside the entrance of 
the tent of meeting, lest you die, for the anointing oil of the 
LORD is upon you.” And they did according to the word of 
Moses.  

8And the LORD spoke to Aaron, saying, 9“Drink no wine or 
strong drink, you or your sons with you, when you go into the 
tent of meeting, lest you die. It shall be a statute forever 
throughout your generations. 10You are to distinguish 
between the holy and the common, and between the unclean 
and the clean, 11and you are to teach the people of Israel all 
the statutes that the LORD has spoken to them by Moses.”  

12Moses spoke to Aaron and to Eleazar and Ithamar, his 
surviving sons: “Take the grain offering that is left of the 
LORD’s food offerings, and eat it unleavened beside the altar, 
for it is most holy. 13You shall eat it in a holy place, because it 
is your due and your sons’ due, from the LORD’s food offerings, 
for so I am commanded. 14But the breast that is waved and 
the thigh that is contributed you shall eat in a clean place, 
you and your sons and your daughters with you, for they are 
given as your due and your sons’ due from the sacrifices of 
the peace offerings of the people of Israel. 15The thigh that is 
contributed and the breast that is waved they shall bring 
with the food offerings of the fat pieces to wave for a wave 
offering before the LORD, and it shall be yours and your sons’ 
with you as a due forever, as the LORD has commanded.”  

16Now Moses diligently inquired about the goat of the sin 
offering, and behold, it was burned up! And he was angry 
with Eleazar and Ithamar, the surviving sons of Aaron, 
saying, 17“Why have you not eaten the sin offering in the 
place of the sanctuary, since it is a thing most holy and has 
been given to you that you may bear the iniquity of the 
congregation, to make atonement for them before the LORD? 
18Behold, its blood was not brought into the inner part of the 
sanctuary. You certainly ought to have eaten it in the 
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sanctuary, as I commanded.” 19And Aaron said to Moses, 
“Behold, today they have offered their sin offering and their 
burnt offering before the LORD, and yet such things as these 
have happened to me! If I had eaten the sin offering today, 
would the LORD have approved?” 20And when Moses heard 
that, he approved.  
 
 
 
Establishing Mediators 
 
1. How are the priests prepared for communion with God 

and service to him (8:1-6)?  
 
 
 
2. What implications can we draw out for our own 

communion to God and service to him? 
 
 
 
3. Why are the priests given special clothing to wear?  What 

does this signify about their ministry? 
 
 
 
4. How does the priest’s breastplate (8:8; Exod 28:15,29-30) 

emphasize their role as a mediator between God and 
men? 

 
 
 
5. How are the priests consecrated by blood?  What does 

this symbolize? 
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6. How does this chapter shed light on our own ministry in 
the new covenant (1 Pet 2:9-12)? 

 
 
 
 
Establishing Worship  
 
7. What was promised if the people of Israel offered the 

sacrifices prescribed by God (9:1-7)? 
 
 
 
8. Why was this such a significant thing?   
 
 
 
9. Why is it significant that the priests lead the way in 

worship of God through the offering of sacrifices (9:8-14)? 
 
 
 
10. What two offerings did the priest offer for themselves?  

How does this relate to their service as mediators for 
Israel? 

 
 
 
11. What is distinct between the sin and burnt offerings and 

the peace offering; both in substance and motivation 
(9:15-21)? 

 
 
 
12. Why should worship at the tabernacle begin with both? 
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13. How did God respond to the worship given to him (9:22-
24)?  How did the people, in turn, respond to God’s 
response? 

 
 
 
14. What is the significant of God’s response for the history 

and redemption of Israel?   
 
 
 
15. How does this display prepare us for an even greater, later 

Display (John 1:14; Heb 1:3)?  
 
 
 
 
Establishing Holiness 
 
16. What sin did Aaron’s sons commit? 
 
 
 
17. How was the act of Aaron’s sons especially grievous 

considering the previous nine chapters? 
 
 
 
18. What was the consequence for their sin?  Some will 

invariably say that this was too harsh?  What do you think: 
was their punishment just and fitting of the sin?   
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19. Why was God neither coldhearted nor vindictive toward 
Aaron for the sins of his sons in his instructions to him 
(10:4-7)?  What the point God was making about the 
priority of Aaron’s position? 

 
 
 
20. How is this priority reflected in Jesus’ call to follow him as 

disciples (e.g. Luke 9:60)? 
 
 
 
21. What central aspect to the priesthood did God reiterate to 

Aaron and his remaining sons (10:8-15)? 
 
 
 
22. Why is this an especially important reminder for us today?   
 
 
 
23. How did Aaron’s deviation show spiritual discernment 

rather than spiritual rebellion like his two sons (10:16-18)?  
How do we know God approved this? 

 
 
 
 
Everyday Discipleship  
 
24. How would you summarize what have we learned? 
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25. How should we pray and change in response to what 
we’ve learned? 

 
 
 
26. Who can we prayerfully share what we’ve learned with 

and how? 
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Session 4: 
The Distinction of Cleanness 
 
 
 
Cleanliness Is Next to Godliness  
 
One of the most confusing aspects of Leviticus is the use of the 
terms unclean, clean, and holy.5  What makes it confusing is 
that the Old Testament use of these terms differs from our 
use of them today.  Under the old covenant “unclean,” 
“clean,” and “holy” are technical terms that aren’t related to 
what we’d usually think of—terms of hygiene (or lack 
thereof!). Instead, these words refer “ritual states.” 
Specifically, Leviticus sets forth three basic ritual states: the 
unclean, the clean, and the holy. These states provide a guide 
for the covenant community, demonstrating what kind of 
activity that they should engage in or avoid. One scholar uses 
the example of voting to help us get our mind around the 
concepts: a person who is “registered” may vote, whereas a 
person who is “unregistered” may not.  Likewise, one who is 
unclean couldn’t offer certain sacrifices while one who is clean 
could offer them (7:20). What does this have to do with being 
righteous before God?  Ideally, the call to ritual cleanness 
should have pointed Israel to the need for personal holiness 
(20:24-26).  However, it was actually possible for a person to 
in a state of ritual holiness yet be no more personally 
righteous than someone else.   
 All of this leads us to ask the important ‘Why?’ question.  
Why are people considered clean or unclean because of these 
specific circumstances?  This is a matter of great debate 
because Leviticus rarely gives us an answer to this question.  
This is a cause for great confusion today, with all kinds of 
suggestions being offered by people.  The most important 
principle to remember here is to not read our own modern 
ideas back into the text.  For example, many of the food laws 



 

44 

are thought to be health driven. However, given that Christ 
eventually overturns the food laws, making them unnecessary 
for new covenant believers, this reason doesn’t seem to work. 
Furthermore, health concerns don’t seem to fit all of the 
regulations for cleanness and uncleanness.  Most scholars 
today believe that uncleanness is symbolic of death. This 
appears to sufficiently cover many of the examples of 
uncleanness, and if right, then holiness (the opposite of 
uncleanness) could often symbolize “life.” 
 
 
 
Leviticus 11:1-15:33 
 
And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying to them, 
2“Speak to the people of Israel, saying, These are the living 
things that you may eat among all the animals that are on 
the earth. 3Whatever parts the hoof and is cloven-footed and 
chews the cud, among the animals, you may eat. 
4Nevertheless, among those that chew the cud or part the 
hoof, you shall not eat these: The camel, because it chews the 
cud but does not part the hoof, is unclean to you. 5And the 
rock badger, because it chews the cud but does not part the 
hoof, is unclean to you. 6And the hare, because it chews the 
cud but does not part the hoof, is unclean to you. 7And the 
pig, because it parts the hoof and is cloven-footed but does 
not chew the cud, is unclean to you. 8You shall not eat any of 
their flesh, and you shall not touch their carcasses; they are 
unclean to you.  

9“These you may eat, of all that are in the waters. 
Everything in the waters that has fins and scales, whether in 
the seas or in the rivers, you may eat. 10But anything in the 
seas or the rivers that has not fins and scales, of the 
swarming creatures in the waters and of the living creatures 
that are in the waters, is detestable to you. 11You shall regard 
them as detestable; you shall not eat any of their flesh, and 
you shall detest their carcasses. 12Everything in the waters 
that has not fins and scales is detestable to you.  
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13“And these you shall detest among the birds; they shall 
not be eaten; they are detestable: the eagle, the bearded 
vulture, the black vulture, 14the kite, the falcon of any kind, 15 
every raven of any kind, 16the ostrich, the nighthawk, the sea 
gull, the hawk of any kind, 17the little owl, the cormorant, the 
short-eared owl, 18the barn owl, the tawny owl, the carrion 
vulture, 19 the stork the heron of any kind, the hoopoe, and 
the bat.  

20“All winged insects that go on all fours are detestable to 
you. 21Yet among the winged insects that go on all fours you 
may eat those that have jointed legs above their feet, with 
which to hop on the ground. 22Of them you may eat: the 
locust of any kind, the bald locust of any kind, the cricket of 
any kind, and the grasshopper of any kind. 23But all other 
winged insects that have four feet are detestable to you.  

24“And by these you shall become unclean. Whoever 
touches their carcass shall be unclean until the evening, 
25and whoever carries any part of their carcass shall wash his 
clothes and be unclean until the evening. 26Every animal that 
parts the hoof but is not cloven-footed or does not chew the 
cud is unclean to you. Everyone who touches them shall be 
unclean. 27And all that walk on their paws, among the 
animals that go on all fours, are unclean to you. Whoever 
touches their carcass shall be unclean until the evening, 
28and he who carries their carcass shall wash his clothes and 
be unclean until the evening; they are unclean to you.  

29“And these are unclean to you among the swarming 
things that swarm on the ground: the mole rat, the mouse, 
the great lizard of any kind, 30the gecko, the monitor lizard, 
the lizard, the sand lizard, and the chameleon. 31These are 
unclean to you among all that swarm. Whoever touches them 
when they are dead shall be unclean until the evening. 32And 
anything on which any of them falls when they are dead shall 
be unclean, whether it is an article of wood or a garment or a 
skin or a sack, any article that is used for any purpose. It 
must be put into water, and it shall be unclean until the 
evening; then it shall be clean. 33And if any of them falls into 
any earthenware vessel, all that is in it shall be unclean, and 
you shall break it. 34Any food in it that could be eaten, on 
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which water comes, shall be unclean. And all drink that could 
be drunk from every such vessel shall be unclean. 35And 
everything on which any part of their carcass falls shall be 
unclean. Whether oven or stove, it shall be broken in pieces. 
They are unclean and shall remain unclean for you. 
36Nevertheless, a spring or a cistern holding water shall be 
clean, but whoever touches a carcass in them shall be 
unclean. 37And if any part of their carcass falls upon any seed 
grain that is to be sown, it is clean, 38 but if water is put on 
the seed and any part of their carcass falls on it, it is unclean 
to you.  

39“And if any animal which you may eat dies, whoever 
touches its carcass shall be unclean until the evening, 40and 
whoever eats of its carcass shall wash his clothes and be 
unclean until the evening. And whoever carries the carcass 
shall wash his clothes and be unclean until the evening.  

41“Every swarming thing that swarms on the ground is 
detestable; it shall not be eaten. 42Whatever goes on its belly, 
and whatever goes on all fours, or whatever has many feet, 
any swarming thing that swarms on the ground, you shall 
not eat, for they are detestable. 43You shall not make 
yourselves detestable with any swarming thing that swarms, 
and you shall not defile yourselves with them, and become 
unclean through them. 44For I am the LORD your God. 
Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am holy. 
You shall not defile yourselves with any swarming thing that 
crawls on the ground. 45For I am the LORD who brought you 
up out of the land of Egypt to be your God. You shall therefore 
be holy, for I am holy.”  

46This is the law about beast and bird and every living 
creature that moves through the waters and every creature 
that swarms on the ground, 47to make a distinction between 
the unclean and the clean and between the living creature 
that may be eaten and the living creature that may not be 
eaten.  
        12:1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to the people 
of Israel, saying, ‘If a woman conceives and bears a male 
child, then she shall be unclean seven days. As at the time of 
her menstruation, she shall be unclean. 3And on the eighth 
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day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised. 4Then she 
shall continue for thirty-three days in the blood of her 
purifying. She shall not touch anything holy, nor come into 
the sanctuary, until the days of her purifying are completed. 
5But if she bears a female child, then she shall be unclean two 
weeks, as in her menstruation. And she shall continue in the 
blood of her purifying for sixty-six days.  

6“ ‘And when the days of her purifying are completed, 
whether for a son or for a daughter, she shall bring to the 
priest at the entrance of the tent of meeting a lamb a year old 
for a burnt offering, and a pigeon or a turtledove for a sin 
offering, 7and he shall offer it before the LORD and make 
atonement for her. Then she shall be clean from the flow of 
her blood. This is the law for her who bears a child, either 
male or female. 8And if she cannot afford a lamb, then she 
shall take two turtledoves or two pigeons, one for a burnt 
offering and the other for a sin offering. And the priest shall 
make atonement for her, and she shall be clean.’ ”  
      13:1The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 2“When a 
person has on the skin of his body a swelling or an eruption 
or a spot, and it turns into a case of leprous disease on the 
skin of his body, then he shall be brought to Aaron the priest 
or to one of his sons the priests, 3and the priest shall examine 
the diseased area on the skin of his body. And if the hair in the 
diseased area has turned white and the disease appears to be 
deeper than the skin of his body, it is a case of leprous disease. 
When the priest has examined him, he shall pronounce him 
unclean. 4But if the spot is white in the skin of his body and 
appears no deeper than the skin, and the hair in it has not 
turned white, the priest shall shut up the diseased person for 
seven days. 5And the priest shall examine him on the seventh 
day, and if in his eyes the disease is checked and the disease 
has not spread in the skin, then the priest shall shut him up 
for another seven days. 6And the priest shall examine him 
again on the seventh day, and if the diseased area has faded 
and the disease has not spread in the skin, then the priest 
shall pronounce him clean; it is only an eruption. And he shall 
wash his clothes and be clean. 7But if the eruption spreads in 
the skin, after he has shown himself to the priest for his 
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cleansing, he shall appear again before the priest. 8And the 
priest shall look, and if the eruption has spread in the skin, 
then the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is a leprous 
disease.  

9“When a man is afflicted with a leprous disease, he shall 
be brought to the priest, 10and the priest shall look. And if 
there is a white swelling in the skin that has turned the hair 
white, and there is raw flesh in the swelling, 11it is a chronic 
leprous disease in the skin of his body, and the priest shall 
pronounce him unclean. He shall not shut him up, for he is 
unclean. 12And if the leprous disease breaks out in the skin, so 
that the leprous disease covers all the skin of the diseased 
person from head to foot, so far as the priest can see, 13then 
the priest shall look, and if the leprous disease has covered all 
his body, he shall pronounce him clean of the disease; it has 
all turned white, and he is clean. 14But when raw flesh 
appears on him, he shall be unclean. 15And the priest shall 
examine the raw flesh and pronounce him unclean. Raw flesh 
is unclean, for it is a leprous disease. 16But if the raw flesh 
recovers and turns white again, then he shall come to the 
priest, 17and the priest shall examine him, and if the disease 
has turned white, then the priest shall pronounce the 
diseased person clean; he is clean.  

18“If there is in the skin of one’s body a boil and it heals, 
19and in the place of the boil there comes a white swelling or 
a reddish-white spot, then it shall be shown to the priest. 
20And the priest shall look, and if it appears deeper than the 
skin and its hair has turned white, then the priest shall 
pronounce him unclean. It is a case of leprous disease that 
has broken out in the boil. 21But if the priest examines it and 
there is no white hair in it and it is not deeper than the skin, 
but has faded, then the priest shall shut him up seven days. 
22And if it spreads in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce 
him unclean; it is a disease. 23But if the spot remains in one 
place and does not spread, it is the scar of the boil, and the 
priest shall pronounce him clean.  

24“Or, when the body has a burn on its skin and the raw 
flesh of the burn becomes a spot, reddish-white or white, 
25the priest shall examine it, and if the hair in the spot has 
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turned white and it appears deeper than the skin, then it is a 
leprous disease. It has broken out in the burn, and the priest 
shall pronounce him unclean; it is a case of leprous disease. 
26But if the priest examines it and there is no white hair in the 
spot and it is no deeper than the skin, but has faded, the 
priest shall shut him up seven days, 27and the priest shall 
examine him the seventh day. If it is spreading in the skin, 
then the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is a case of 
leprous disease. 28But if the spot remains in one place and 
does not spread in the skin, but has faded, it is a swelling 
from the burn, and the priest shall pronounce him clean, for it 
is the scar of the burn.  

29“When a man or woman has a disease on the head or the 
beard, 30the priest shall examine the disease. And if it appears 
deeper than the skin, and the hair in it is yellow and thin, 
then the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is an itch, a 
leprous disease of the head or the beard. 31And if the priest 
examines the itching disease and it appears no deeper than 
the skin and there is no black hair in it, then the priest shall 
shut up the person with the itching disease for seven days, 
32and on the seventh day the priest shall examine the disease. 
If the itch has not spread, and there is in it no yellow hair, 
and the itch appears to be no deeper than the skin, 33then he 
shall shave himself, but the itch he shall not shave; and the 
priest shall shut up the person with the itching disease for 
another seven days. 34And on the seventh day the priest shall 
examine the itch, and if the itch has not spread in the skin 
and it appears to be no deeper than the skin, then the priest 
shall pronounce him clean. And he shall wash his clothes and 
be clean. 35But if the itch spreads in the skin after his 
cleansing, 36then the priest shall examine him, and if the itch 
has spread in the skin, the priest need not seek for the yellow 
hair; he is unclean. 37But if in his eyes the itch is unchanged 
and black hair has grown in it, the itch is healed and he is 
clean, and the priest shall pronounce him clean.  

38“When a man or a woman has spots on the skin of the 
body, white spots, 39the priest shall look, and if the spots on 
the skin of the body are of a dull white, it is leukoderma that 
has broken out in the skin; he is clean.  
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40“If a man’s hair falls out from his head, he is bald; he is 
clean. 41And if a man’s hair falls out from his forehead, he has 
baldness of the forehead; he is clean. 42But if there is on the 
bald head or the bald forehead a reddish-white diseased 
area, it is a leprous disease breaking out on his bald head or 
his bald forehead. 43Then the priest shall examine him, and if 
the diseased swelling is reddish-white on his bald head or on 
his bald forehead, like the appearance of leprous disease in 
the skin of the body, 44he is a leprous man, he is unclean. The 
priest must pronounce him unclean; his disease is on his 
head.  

45“The leprous person who has the disease shall wear torn 
clothes and let the hair of his head hang loose, and he shall 
cover his upper lip and cry out, ‘Unclean, unclean.’ 46He shall 
remain unclean as long as he has the disease. He is unclean. 
He shall live alone. His dwelling shall be outside the camp.  

47“When there is a case of leprous disease in a garment, 
whether a woolen or a linen garment, 48in warp or woof of 
linen or wool, or in a skin or in anything made of skin, 49if the 
disease is greenish or reddish in the garment, or in the skin or 
in the warp or the woof or in any article made of skin, it is a 
case of leprous disease, and it shall be shown to the priest. 
50And the priest shall examine the disease and shut up that 
which has the disease for seven days. 51Then he shall examine 
the disease on the seventh day. If the disease has spread in 
the garment, in the warp or the woof, or in the skin, whatever 
be the use of the skin, the disease is a persistent leprous 
disease; it is unclean. 52And he shall burn the garment, or the 
warp or the woof, the wool or the linen, or any article made 
of skin that is diseased, for it is a persistent leprous disease. It 
shall be burned in the fire.  

53“And if the priest examines, and if the disease has not 
spread in the garment, in the warp or the woof or in any 
article made of skin, 54then the priest shall command that 
they wash the thing in which is the disease, and he shall shut 
it up for another seven days. 55And the priest shall examine 
the diseased thing after it has been washed. And if the 
appearance of the diseased area has not changed, though the 
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disease has not spread, it is unclean. You shall burn it in the 
fire, whether the rot is on the back or on the front.  

56“But if the priest examines, and if the diseased area has 
faded after it has been washed, he shall tear it out of the 
garment or the skin or the warp or the woof. 57Then if it 
appears again in the garment, in the warp or the woof, or in 
any article made of skin, it is spreading. You shall burn with 
fire whatever has the disease. 58But the garment, or the warp 
or the woof, or any article made of skin from which the 
disease departs when you have washed it, shall then be 
washed a second time, and be clean.”  

59This is the law for a case of leprous disease in a garment 
of wool or linen, either in the warp or the woof, or in any 
article made of skin, to determine whether it is clean or 
unclean.  
       14:1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“This shall be the law 
of the leprous person for the day of his cleansing. He shall be 
brought to the priest, 3and the priest shall go out of the camp, 
and the priest shall look. Then, if the case of leprous disease is 
healed in the leprous person, 4the priest shall command them 
to take for him who is to be cleansed two live clean birds and 
cedarwood and scarlet yarn and hyssop. 5And the priest shall 
command them to kill one of the birds in an earthenware 
vessel over fresh water. 6He shall take the live bird with the 
cedarwood and the scarlet yarn and the hyssop, and dip them 
and the live bird in the blood of the bird that was killed over 
the fresh water. 7And he shall sprinkle it seven times on him 
who is to be cleansed of the leprous disease. Then he shall 
pronounce him clean and shall let the living bird go into the 
open field. 8And he who is to be cleansed shall wash his 
clothes and shave off all his hair and bathe himself in water, 
and he shall be clean. And after that he may come into the 
camp, but live outside his tent seven days. 9And on the 
seventh day he shall shave off all his hair from his head, his 
beard, and his eyebrows. He shall shave off all his hair, and 
then he shall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, 
and he shall be clean.  

10“And on the eighth day he shall take two male lambs 
without blemish, and one ewe lamb a year old without 
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blemish, and a grain offering of three tenths of an ephah of 
fine flour mixed with oil, and one log of oil. 11And the priest 
who cleanses him shall set the man who is to be cleansed and 
these things before the LORD, at the entrance of the tent of 
meeting. 12And the priest shall take one of the male lambs 
and offer it for a guilt offering, along with the log of oil, and 
wave them for a wave offering before the LORD. 13And he shall 
kill the lamb in the place where they kill the sin offering and 
the burnt offering, in the place of the sanctuary. For the guilt 
offering, like the sin offering, belongs to the priest; it is most 
holy. 14The priest shall take some of the blood of the guilt 
offering, and the priest shall put it on the lobe of the right ear 
of him who is to be cleansed and on the thumb of his right 
hand and on the big toe of his right foot. 15Then the priest 
shall take some of the log of oil and pour it into the palm of 
his own left hand 16and dip his right finger in the oil that is in 
his left hand and sprinkle some oil with his finger seven times 
before the LORD. 17And some of the oil that remains in his 
hand the priest shall put on the lobe of the right ear of him 
who is to be cleansed and on the thumb of his right hand and 
on the big toe of his right foot, on top of the blood of the guilt 
offering. 18And the rest of the oil that is in the priest’s hand he 
shall put on the head of him who is to be cleansed. Then the 
priest shall make atonement for him before the LORD. 19The 
priest shall offer the sin offering, to make atonement for him 
who is to be cleansed from his uncleanness. And afterward he 
shall kill the burnt offering. 20And the priest shall offer the 
burnt offering and the grain offering on the altar. Thus the 
priest shall make atonement for him, and he shall be clean.  

21“But if he is poor and cannot afford so much, then he 
shall take one male lamb for a guilt offering to be waved, to 
make atonement for him, and a tenth of an ephah of fine 
flour mixed with oil for a grain offering, and a log of oil; 
22also two turtledoves or two pigeons, whichever he can 
afford. The one shall be a sin offering and the other a burnt 
offering. 23And on the eighth day he shall bring them for his 
cleansing to the priest, to the entrance of the tent of meeting, 
before the LORD. 24And the priest shall take the lamb of the 
guilt offering and the log of oil, and the priest shall wave 
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them for a wave offering before the LORD. 25And he shall kill 
the lamb of the guilt offering. And the priest shall take some 
of the blood of the guilt offering and put it on the lobe of the 
right ear of him who is to be cleansed, and on the thumb of 
his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot. 26And the 
priest shall pour some of the oil into the palm of his own left 
hand, 27and shall sprinkle with his right finger some of the oil 
that is in his left hand seven times before the LORD. 28And the 
priest shall put some of the oil that is in his hand on the lobe 
of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed and on the 
thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot, in 
the place where the blood of the guilt offering was put. 29And 
the rest of the oil that is in the priest’s hand he shall put on 
the head of him who is to be cleansed, to make atonement for 
him before the LORD. 30And he shall offer, of the turtledoves or 
pigeons, whichever he can afford, 31one for a sin offering and 
the other for a burnt offering, along with a grain offering. 
And the priest shall make atonement before the LORD for him 
who is being cleansed. 32This is the law for him in whom is a 
case of leprous disease, who cannot afford the offerings for 
his cleansing.”  

33The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 34“When you 
come into the land of Canaan, which I give you for a 
possession, and I put a case of leprous disease in a house in 
the land of your possession, 35then he who owns the house 
shall come and tell the priest, ‘There seems to me to be some 
case of disease in my house.’ 36Then the priest shall command 
that they empty the house before the priest goes to examine 
the disease, lest all that is in the house be declared unclean. 
And afterward the priest shall go in to see the house. 37And he 
shall examine the disease. And if the disease is in the walls of 
the house with greenish or reddish spots, and if it appears to 
be deeper than the surface, 38then the priest shall go out of 
the house to the door of the house and shut up the house 
seven days. 39And the priest shall come again on the seventh 
day, and look. If the disease has spread in the walls of the 
house, 40then the priest shall command that they take out the 
stones in which is the disease and throw them into an 
unclean place outside the city. 41And he shall have the inside 
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of the house scraped all around, and the plaster that they 
scrape off they shall pour out in an unclean place outside the 
city. 42Then they shall take other stones and put them in the 
place of those stones, and he shall take other plaster and 
plaster the house.  

43“If the disease breaks out again in the house, after he has 
taken out the stones and scraped the house and plastered it, 
44then the priest shall go and look. And if the disease has 
spread in the house, it is a persistent leprous disease in the 
house; it is unclean. 45And he shall break down the house, its 
stones and timber and all the plaster of the house, and he 
shall carry them out of the city to an unclean place. 
46Moreover, whoever enters the house while it is shut up shall 
be unclean until the evening, 47and whoever sleeps in the 
house shall wash his clothes, and whoever eats in the house 
shall wash his clothes.  

48“But if the priest comes and looks, and if the disease has 
not spread in the house after the house was plastered, then 
the priest shall pronounce the house clean, for the disease is 
healed. 49And for the cleansing of the house he shall take two 
small birds, with cedarwood and scarlet yarn and hyssop, 
50and shall kill one of the birds in an earthenware vessel over 
fresh water 51and shall take the cedarwood and the hyssop 
and the scarlet yarn, along with the live bird, and dip them in 
the blood of the bird that was killed and in the fresh water 
and sprinkle the house seven times. 52Thus he shall cleanse 
the house with the blood of the bird and with the fresh water 
and with the live bird and with the cedarwood and hyssop 
and scarlet yarn. 53And he shall let the live bird go out of the 
city into the open country. So he shall make atonement for 
the house, and it shall be clean.”  

54This is the law for any case of leprous disease: for an itch, 
55for leprous disease in a garment or in a house, 56and for a 
swelling or an eruption or a spot, 57to show when it is 
unclean and when it is clean. This is the law for leprous 
disease.  
       15:1The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 2“Speak to 
the people of Israel and say to them, When any man has a 
discharge from his body, his discharge is unclean. 3And this is 
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the law of his uncleanness for a discharge: whether his body 
runs with his discharge, or his body is blocked up by his 
discharge, it is his uncleanness. 4Every bed on which the one 
with the discharge lies shall be unclean, and everything on 
which he sits shall be unclean. 5And anyone who touches his 
bed shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be 
unclean until the evening. 6And whoever sits on anything on 
which the one with the discharge has sat shall wash his 
clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the 
evening. 7And whoever touches the body of the one with the 
discharge shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water 
and be unclean until the evening. 8And if the one with the 
discharge spits on someone who is clean, then he shall wash 
his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until 
the evening. 9And any saddle on which the one with the 
discharge rides shall be unclean. 10And whoever touches 
anything that was under him shall be unclean until the 
evening. And whoever carries such things shall wash his 
clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the 
evening. 11Anyone whom the one with the discharge touches 
without having rinsed his hands in water shall wash his 
clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the 
evening. 12And an earthenware vessel that the one with the 
discharge touches shall be broken, and every vessel of wood 
shall be rinsed in water.  

13“And when the one with a discharge is cleansed of his 
discharge, then he shall count for himself seven days for his 
cleansing, and wash his clothes. And he shall bathe his body 
in fresh water and shall be clean. 14And on the eighth day he 
shall take two turtledoves or two pigeons and come before 
the LORD to the entrance of the tent of meeting and give them 
to the priest. 15And the priest shall use them, one for a sin 
offering and the other for a burnt offering. And the priest 
shall make atonement for him before the LORD for his 
discharge.  

16“If a man has an emission of semen, he shall bathe his 
whole body in water and be unclean until the evening. 17And 
every garment and every skin on which the semen comes 
shall be washed with water and be unclean until the evening. 
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18If a man lies with a woman and has an emission of semen, 
both of them shall bathe themselves in water and be unclean 
until the evening.  

19“When a woman has a discharge, and the discharge in 
her body is blood, she shall be in her menstrual impurity for 
seven days, and whoever touches her shall be unclean until 
the evening. 20And everything on which she lies during her 
menstrual impurity shall be unclean. Everything also on 
which she sits shall be unclean. 21And whoever touches her 
bed shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be 
unclean until the evening. 22And whoever touches anything 
on which she sits shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in 
water and be unclean until the evening. 23Whether it is the 
bed or anything on which she sits, when he touches it he shall 
be unclean until the evening. 24And if any man lies with her 
and her menstrual impurity comes upon him, he shall be 
unclean seven days, and every bed on which he lies shall be 
unclean.  

25“If a woman has a discharge of blood for many days, not 
at the time of her menstrual impurity, or if she has a 
discharge beyond the time of her impurity, all the days of the 
discharge she shall continue in uncleanness. As in the days of 
her impurity, she shall be unclean. 26Every bed on which she 
lies, all the days of her discharge, shall be to her as the bed of 
her impurity. And everything on which she sits shall be 
unclean, as in the uncleanness of her menstrual impurity. 
27And whoever touches these things shall be unclean, and 
shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be 
unclean until the evening. 28But if she is cleansed of her 
discharge, she shall count for herself seven days, and after 
that she shall be clean. 29And on the eighth day she shall take 
two turtledoves or two pigeons and bring them to the priest, 
to the entrance of the tent of meeting. 30And the priest shall 
use one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering. 
And the priest shall make atonement for her before the LORD 
for her unclean discharge.  

31“Thus you shall keep the people of Israel separate from 
their uncleanness, lest they die in their uncleanness by 
defiling my tabernacle that is in their midst.”  
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32This is the law for him who has a discharge and for him 
who has an emission of semen, becoming unclean thereby; 33 
also for her who is unwell with her menstrual impurity, that 
is, for anyone, male or female, who has a discharge, and for 
the man who lies with a woman who is unclean.  
 
 
 
Unclean Food 
 
1. What significance is there in God speaking to both Moses 

and Aaron about these laws (11:1)? 
 
 
 
2. What two negative words are use to describe what is 

unacceptable for God’s people, Israel (11:1-8,24-40; 11:9-
23, 41-43)? 

 
 
 
3. What is the only reason given for these food laws (11:45-

47)?   
 
 
 
4. Why is this important for understanding the rationale for 

these food laws?  Why is this important for understanding 
God’s relationship to his people? 

 
 
 
5. Read Mark 7:18,19; Acts 10:11-16; Col 2:16. What is the 

fundamental change that has happened in regards to diet 
in the new covenant? 
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6. Is food still important for God’s people? Yes!  Consider 
these verses and what they say about how we should 
think about food when it comes to: 

 
 Our walk with God (1 Cor 8:8; 10:31) 
 
 
 Our fellowship with other believers (Gal 2:11-14) 
 
 
 Our love for others (Rom 14:1-23) 
 
 
 
 
7. What changes might you make in how you eat and drink, 

based on what these verses say?  
 
 
 
 
Unclean Bodies 
 
8. Leviticus 11:24-40 describes the handling of dead bodies.  

Why do you think death was seen as a defiling influence?  
 
 
 
9. How does the gospel resolve this defiling presence? 
 
 
 
10. What two things make a woman ritually unclean (12:1-8)? 
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11. Why is important to remember the ritual meaning of 
“unclean” in 12:1-8?  What is the text not saying? 

 
 
 
12. How did God make provision for the least of his people?  

How does this reflect his character? 
 
 
 
13. What were the priests to do in order to determine a 

potential skin condition which would make a person 
unclean (13:1-46)? 

 
 
 
14. If the person was found to have a skin disease which 

rendered them unclean, what were they supposed to do? 
 
 
 
15. Was there a relationship between the person’s condition 

and their sin? 
 
 
 
16. Why would priest go outside of the camp, rather than 

have the unclean person come to him (14:1-3)?  Hint: 
remember what we said about uncleanness in the 
introduction of this lesson.  

 
 
 
17. How is the essential equality of men and women seen in 

their respective uncleanness (15:1-33)? 
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18. How did God show mercy to those who were unclean? 
 
 
 
19. How does God show mercy to everyone who suffers, not 

from ritual uncleanness but the sinful defilement of our 
corrupt nature? 

 
 
 
20.  How do these chapters show God’s concern for holiness 

in all areas of life?  What can we do under the new 
covenant to display such a concern for our own lives? 

 
 
 
 
Everyday Discipleship  
 
21. How would you summarize what have we learned? 
 
 
 
22. How should we pray and change in response to what 

we’ve learned? 
 
 
 

23. Who can we prayerfully share what we’ve learned with 
and how? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

61 

Session 5: 
The Blood of Atonement 
 
 
 
Pomp and Circumstance . . .  and Blood  
 
Some of the most important events in our lives are filled with 
a measure of formality and ritual.  Graduation ceremonies 
feature the same basic feature of gowns, special music, 
speeches, and the semi-dramatic moment of walking across a 
stage to receive a document.  Weddings are filled with a high 
degree of ritual.  There is an extended ceremony featuring the 
recitation of vows, the exchange of rings, and processionals of 
formally (sometimes extravagantly) attired men and women 
that culminates in the declaration of authority which confers a 
new status to the relationship of a man and women.  And no 
wedding is complete without the celebration of that 
declaration in a kiss, pictures, and a meal with friends and 
family.  Such pomp and circumstance is also seen in national 
events.  Consider the inauguration of the President of the 
United States of America.  This is probably the most significant 
ceremony in the public life of the nation as its Constitution 
mandates that the man take a public oath whereby he 
promises: “I do solemnly swear that I will faithfully execute 
the Office of President of the United States, and will, to the 
best of my ability, preserve, protect and defend the 
Constitution of the United States.” 
 In each of these circumstances, the degree of ceremony 
and ritual highlight the importance of the event.  Likewise, the 
event with the most pomp and circumstance in Israel was the 
ritual sacrifice on the Day of Atonement.  Yet, unlike the other 
events mentioned, this one was not simply a day of joy.  It was 
a day filled with blood.  This blood displayed both the severity 
of the nation’s sin as well as the depth of God’s mercy.  
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Leviticus 16:1-17:16 
 
The LORD spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of 
Aaron, when they drew near before the LORD and died, 2and 
the LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron your brother not to come 
at any time into the Holy Place inside the veil, before the 
mercy seat that is on the ark, so that he may not die. For I will 
appear in the cloud over the mercy seat. 3But in this way 
Aaron shall come into the Holy Place: with a bull from the 
herd for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering. 4He 
shall put on the holy linen coat and shall have the linen 
undergarment on his body, and he shall tie the linen sash 
around his waist, and wear the linen turban; these are the 
holy garments. He shall bathe his body in water and then put 
them on. 5And he shall take from the congregation of the 
people of Israel two male goats for a sin offering, and one 
ram for a burnt offering.  

6“Aaron shall offer the bull as a sin offering for himself and 
shall make atonement for himself and for his house. 7Then he 
shall take the two goats and set them before the LORD at the 
entrance of the tent of meeting. 8And Aaron shall cast lots 
over the two goats, one lot for the LORD and the other lot for 
Azazel. 9And Aaron shall present the goat on which the lot fell 
for the LORD and use it as a sin offering, 10but the goat on 
which the lot fell for Azazel shall be presented alive before 
the LORD to make atonement over it, that it may be sent away 
into the wilderness to Azazel.  

11“Aaron shall present the bull as a sin offering for himself, 
and shall make atonement for himself and for his house. He 
shall kill the bull as a sin offering for himself. 12And he shall 
take a censer full of coals of fire from the altar before the 
LORD, and two handfuls of sweet incense beaten small, and he 
shall bring it inside the veil 13and put the incense on the fire 
before the LORD, that the cloud of the incense may cover the 
mercy seat that is over the testimony, so that he does not die. 
14And he shall take some of the blood of the bull and sprinkle 
it with his finger on the front of the mercy seat on the east 
side, and in front of the mercy seat he shall sprinkle some of 
the blood with his finger seven times.  



 

63 

15“Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering that is for 
the people and bring its blood inside the veil and do with its 
blood as he did with the blood of the bull, sprinkling it over 
the mercy seat and in front of the mercy seat. 16Thus he shall 
make atonement for the Holy Place, because of the 
uncleannesses of the people of Israel and because of their 
transgressions, all their sins. And so he shall do for the tent of 
meeting, which dwells with them in the midst of their 
uncleannesses. 17No one may be in the tent of meeting from 
the time he enters to make atonement in the Holy Place until 
he comes out and has made atonement for himself and for his 
house and for all the assembly of Israel. 18Then he shall go 
out to the altar that is before the LORD and make atonement 
for it, and shall take some of the blood of the bull and some of 
the blood of the goat, and put it on the horns of the altar all 
around. 19And he shall sprinkle some of the blood on it with 
his finger seven times, and cleanse it and consecrate it from 
the uncleannesses of the people of Israel.  

20“And when he has made an end of atoning for the Holy 
Place and the tent of meeting and the altar, he shall present 
the live goat. 21And Aaron shall lay both his hands on the 
head of the live goat, and confess over it all the iniquities of 
the people of Israel, and all their transgressions, all their sins. 
And he shall put them on the head of the goat and send it 
away into the wilderness by the hand of a man who is in 
readiness. 22The goat shall bear all their iniquities on itself to 
a remote area, and he shall let the goat go free in the 
wilderness.  

23“Then Aaron shall come into the tent of meeting and 
shall take off the linen garments that he put on when he went 
into the Holy Place and shall leave them there. 24And he shall 
bathe his body in water in a holy place and put on his 
garments and come out and offer his burnt offering and the 
burnt offering of the people and make atonement for himself 
and for the people. 25And the fat of the sin offering he shall 
burn on the altar. 26And he who lets the goat go to Azazel 
shall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and 
afterward he may come into the camp. 27And the bull for the 
sin offering and the goat for the sin offering, whose blood was 
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brought in to make atonement in the Holy Place, shall be 
carried outside the camp. Their skin and their flesh and their 
dung shall be burned up with fire. 28And he who burns them 
shall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and 
afterward he may come into the camp.  

29“And it shall be a statute to you forever that in the 
seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, you shall 
afflict yourselves and shall do no work, either the native or 
the stranger who sojourns among you. 30For on this day shall 
atonement be made for you to cleanse you. You shall be clean 
before the LORD from all your sins. 31It is a Sabbath of solemn 
rest to you, and you shall afflict yourselves; it is a statute 
forever. 32And the priest who is anointed and consecrated as 
priest in his father’s place shall make atonement, wearing the 
holy linen garments. 33He shall make atonement for the holy 
sanctuary, and he shall make atonement for the tent of 
meeting and for the altar, and he shall make atonement for 
the priests and for all the people of the assembly. 34And this 
shall be a statute forever for you, that atonement may be 
made for the people of Israel once in the year because of all 
their sins.” And Moses did as the LORD commanded him.  
     17:1And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to Aaron 
and his sons and to all the people of Israel and say to them, 
This is the thing that the LORD has commanded. 3If any one of 
the house of Israel kills an ox or a lamb or a goat in the camp, 
or kills it outside the camp, 4and does not bring it to the 
entrance of the tent of meeting to offer it as a gift to the LORD 
in front of the tabernacle of the LORD, bloodguilt shall be 
imputed to that man. He has shed blood, and that man shall 
be cut off from among his people. 5This is to the end that the 
people of Israel may bring their sacrifices that they sacrifice 
in the open field, that they may bring them to the LORD, to the 
priest at the entrance of the tent of meeting, and sacrifice 
them as sacrifices of peace offerings to the LORD. 6And the 
priest shall throw the blood on the altar of the LORD at the 
entrance of the tent of meeting and burn the fat for a 
pleasing aroma to the LORD. 7So they shall no more sacrifice 
their sacrifices to goat demons, after whom they whore. This 
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shall be a statute forever for them throughout their 
generations.  

8“And you shall say to them, Any one of the house of Israel, 
or of the strangers who sojourn among them, who offers a 
burnt offering or sacrifice 9and does not bring it to the 
entrance of the tent of meeting to offer it to the LORD, that 
man shall be cut off from his people.  

10“If any one of the house of Israel or of the strangers who 
sojourn among them eats any blood, I will set my face against 
that person who eats blood and will cut him off from among 
his people. 11For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have 
given it for you on the altar to make atonement for your 
souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the life. 
12Therefore I have said to the people of Israel, No person 
among you shall eat blood, neither shall any stranger who 
sojourns among you eat blood.  

13“Any one also of the people of Israel, or of the strangers 
who sojourn among them, who takes in hunting any beast or 
bird that may be eaten shall pour out its blood and cover it 
with earth. 14For the life of every creature is its blood: its 
blood is its life. Therefore I have said to the people of Israel, 
You shall not eat the blood of any creature, for the life of 
every creature is its blood. Whoever eats it shall be cut off. 
15And every person who eats what dies of itself or what is 
torn by beasts, whether he is a native or a sojourner, shall 
wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean 
until the evening; then he shall be clean. 16But if he does not 
wash them or bathe his flesh, he shall bear his iniquity.”  
 
 
 
The Right for Atonement 
 
1. What foundational warning does God give Moses and 

Aaron in the opening verses of chapter 16? 
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2. Why was this necessary? 
 
 
 
3. What does this teach us about God and ourselves? 
 
 
 
 
The Requirement for Atonement  
 
4. On the Day of Atonement, for whom does Aaron sacrifice 

first?   
 
 
 
5. Why is this a necessary prerequisite for him to offer 

sacrifice for the atonement of the nation? 
 
 
 
6. Jewish legend from the 8th century says that a rope was 

put around the high priest’s waist or ankle so that, should 
he be struck dead in the most holy place (16:1-2, 13), his 
body could be dragged out. While this never appears in 
the biblical text or any of the Jewish commentaries while 
the temple was active, what does this say about the 
seriousness about which the Jews took this ministry? 

 
 
 
7. What does this say about how seriously we should take 

the command today for God’s people to be holy (e.g. 1 Pet 
1:13-16)? 
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The Ritual for Atonement 
 
8. According to chapter 16, verses 15-16, for what is the high 

priest making atonement?  
 
 
 
9. What is the “mercy seat” and the “testimony” (16:11-14)? 

If you need to refresh your memory, read Exodus 30:6; 
32:15; 34:29; 40:20; and Numbers 7:89.   

 
 
 
10. Of what was “the testimony” a testimony? 
 
 
 
11. Why is the mercy seat appropriately named? 
 
 
 
12. What was the difference between the sacrificed goat and 

scapegoat?  What did they represent? 
 
 
 
13. When was this Day of Atonement to be held?  How often 

was it to be held?   
 
 
 
14. What does this say about the people and the offerings 

being made for their atonement?   
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15. How was God making his people ready for Christ through 
these sacrifices? 

 
 
 
 
The Reverence of Atonement 
 
16. According to Leviticus 17:1-9, what is required for the 

sacrifice to be acceptable to God? 
 
 
 
17. What consequence would come to those who tried to 

sacrifice improperly? 
 
 
 
18. Why is eating blood forbidden?  How far does the 

prohibition extend among the people? 
 
 
 
19. In what way does the blood literally represent life and 

symbolically represent life?   Given all that we have seen 
so far in Leviticus, which is more important, do you think? 

 
 
 
20. As new covenant believers, this prohibition has passed 

(Col 2:16). However, we also do not partake of animals 
sacrifices.  Considering our Sacrifice for sin, how might we 
show irreverence for him and his work?   
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Everyday Discipleship  
 
21. How would you summarize what have we learned? 
 
 
 
22. How should we pray and change in response to what 

we’ve learned? 
 
 
 

23. Who can we prayerfully share what we’ve learned with 
and how? 
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Session 6: 
The Call to Holy Living 
 
 
 
Ending Spiritual Draught  
 
Chuck Colson, one of the President’s men in the Watergate 
scandal. Weeks before he was to be sentenced, a friend gave 
him a copy of Mere Christianity and he was saved.  Though 
grateful for the salvation he had in Christ, he soon found 
himself spiritually dry.  In an effort to help, a friend suggested 
to Colson that he watch a video lecture series by R. C. Sproul 
on the holiness of God.  And in one of his books, Colson writes 
what happened:  

“All I knew about Sproul was that he was a theologian, 
so I wasn't enthusiastic. After all I reasoned, theology 
was for people who had time to study, locked in ivory 
towers far from the battlefield of human need. 
However, at my friend’s urging I finally agreed to watch 
Sproul’s series.  By the end of the sixth lecture I was on 
my knees, deep in prayer, in awe of God’s absolute 
holiness. It was a life-changing experience as I gained a 
completely new understanding of the holy God I believe 
in and worship. My spiritual drought ended, but this 
taste for the majesty of God only made me thirst for 
more of him.”6  

 
 More than thirsting for him, seeing the holiness of God 
should also make us want to be like him.  This is the calling on 
the life of his people: to be holy as he is holy.  In these 
chapters, God tells his covenant people, Israel, exactly what 
this looks like.  From these ancient descriptions of holiness, we 
find directions for our own lives today.  
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Leviticus 18:1-22:33 
 
And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the people of 
Israel and say to them, I am the LORD your God. 3 You shall 
not do as they do in the land of Egypt, where you lived, and 
you shall not do as they do in the land of Canaan, to which I 
am bringing you. You shall not walk in their statutes. 4 You 
shall follow my rules and keep my statutes and walk in them. 
I am the LORD your God. 5 You shall therefore keep my 
statutes and my rules; if a person does them, he shall live by 
them: I am the LORD.  

6“None of you shall approach any one of his close relatives 
to uncover nakedness. I am the LORD. 7 You shall not uncover 
the nakedness of your father, which is the nakedness of your 
mother; she is your mother, you shall not uncover her 
nakedness. 8You shall not uncover the nakedness of your 
father’s wife; it is your father’s nakedness. 9You shall not 
uncover the nakedness of your sister, your father’s daughter 
or your mother’s daughter, whether brought up in the family 
or in another home. 10You shall not uncover the nakedness of 
your son’s daughter or of your daughter’s daughter, for their 
nakedness is your own nakedness. 11You shall not uncover the 
nakedness of your father’s wife’s daughter, brought up in 
your father’s family, since she is your sister. 12You shall not 
uncover the nakedness of your father’s sister; she is your 
father’s relative. 13You shall not uncover the nakedness of 
your mother’s sister, for she is your mother’s relative. 14You 
shall not uncover the nakedness of your father’s brother, that 
is, you shall not approach his wife; she is your aunt. 15You 
shall not uncover the nakedness of your daughter-in-law; she 
is your son’s wife, you shall not uncover her nakedness. 16You 
shall not uncover the nakedness of your brother’s wife; it is 
your brother’s nakedness. 17You shall not uncover the 
nakedness of a woman and of her daughter, and you shall not 
take her son’s daughter or her daughter’s daughter to 
uncover her nakedness; they are relatives; it is depravity. 
18And you shall not take a woman as a rival wife to her sister, 
uncovering her nakedness while her sister is still alive.  
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19“You shall not approach a woman to uncover her 
nakedness while she is in her menstrual uncleanness. 20And 
you shall not lie sexually with your neighbor’s wife and so 
make yourself unclean with her. 21You shall not give any of 
your children to offer them to Molech, and so profane the 
name of your God: I am the LORD. 22You shall not lie with a 
male as with a woman; it is an abomination. 23And you shall 
not lie with any animal and so make yourself unclean with it, 
neither shall any woman give herself to an animal to lie with 
it: it is perversion.  

24“Do not make yourselves unclean by any of these things, 
for by all these the nations I am driving out before you have 
become unclean, 25and the land became unclean, so that I 
punished its iniquity, and the land vomited out its 
inhabitants. 26But you shall keep my statutes and my rules 
and do none of these abominations, either the native or the 
stranger who sojourns among you 27(for the people of the 
land, who were before you, did all of these abominations, so 
that the land became unclean), 28lest the land vomit you out 
when you make it unclean, as it vomited out the nation that 
was before you. 29For everyone who does any of these 
abominations, the persons who do them shall be cut off from 
among their people. 30So keep my charge never to practice 
any of these abominable customs that were practiced before 
you, and never to make yourselves unclean by them: I am the 
LORD your God.”  
        19:1And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to all the 
congregation of the people of Israel and say to them, You 
shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy. 3Every one of 
you shall revere his mother and his father, and you shall keep 
my Sabbaths: I am the LORD your God. 4Do not turn to idols or 
make for yourselves any gods of cast metal: I am the LORD 
your God.  

5“When you offer a sacrifice of peace offerings to the LORD, 
you shall offer it so that you may be accepted. 6It shall be 
eaten the same day you offer it or on the day after, and 
anything left over until the third day shall be burned up with 
fire. 7If it is eaten at all on the third day, it is tainted; it will 
not be accepted, 8and everyone who eats it shall bear his 
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iniquity, because he has profaned what is holy to the LORD, 
and that person shall be cut off from his people.  

9“When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not 
reap your field right up to its edge, neither shall you gather 
the gleanings after your harvest. 10And you shall not strip 
your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes 
of your vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for 
the sojourner: I am the LORD your God.  

11“You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; you shall 
not lie to one another. 12You shall not swear by my name 
falsely, and so profane the name of your God: I am the LORD.  

13“You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him. The 
wages of a hired servant shall not remain with you all night 
until the morning. 14You shall not curse the deaf or put a 
stumbling block before the blind, but you shall fear your God: 
I am the LORD.  

15“You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be 
partial to the poor or defer to the great, but in righteousness 
shall you judge your neighbor. 16You shall not go around as a 
slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand up 
against the life of your neighbor: I am the LORD.  

17“You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you 
shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest you incur sin 
because of him. 18You shall not take vengeance or bear a 
grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall 
love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.  

19“You shall keep my statutes. You shall not let your cattle 
breed with a different kind. You shall not sow your field with 
two kinds of seed, nor shall you wear a garment of cloth 
made of two kinds of material.  

20“If a man lies sexually with a woman who is a slave, 
assigned to another man and not yet ransomed or given her 
freedom, a distinction shall be made. They shall not be put to 
death, because she was not free; 21but he shall bring his 
compensation to the LORD, to the entrance of the tent of 
meeting, a ram for a guilt offering. 22And the priest shall 
make atonement for him with the ram of the guilt offering 
before the LORD for his sin that he has committed, and he 
shall be forgiven for the sin that he has committed.  



 

75 

23“When you come into the land and plant any kind of tree 
for food, then you shall regard its fruit as forbidden. Three 
years it shall be forbidden to you; it must not be eaten. 24And 
in the fourth year all its fruit shall be holy, an offering of 
praise to the LORD. 25But in the fifth year you may eat of its 
fruit, to increase its yield for you: I am the LORD your God.  

26“You shall not eat any flesh with the blood in it. You shall 
not interpret omens or tell fortunes. 27You shall not round off 
the hair on your temples or mar the edges of your beard. 
28You shall not make any cuts on your body for the dead or 
tattoo yourselves: I am the LORD.  

29“Do not profane your daughter by making her a 
prostitute, lest the land fall into prostitution and the land 
become full of depravity. 30You shall keep my Sabbaths and 
reverence my sanctuary: I am the LORD.  

31“Do not turn to mediums or necromancers; do not seek 
them out, and so make yourselves unclean by them: I am the 
LORD your God.  

32“You shall stand up before the gray head and honor the 
face of an old man, and you shall fear your God: I am the 
LORD.  

33“When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you 
shall not do him wrong. 34You shall treat the stranger who 
sojourns with you as the native among you, and you shall love 
him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I 
am the LORD your God.  

35“You shall do no wrong in judgment, in measures of 
length or weight or quantity. 36You shall have just balances, 
just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin: I am the LORD your 
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt. 37And you 
shall observe all my statutes and all my rules, and do them: I 
am the LORD.”  
        20:1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Say to the people of 
Israel, Any one of the people of Israel or of the strangers who 
sojourn in Israel who gives any of his children to Molech shall 
surely be put to death. The people of the land shall stone him 
with stones. 3I myself will set my face against that man and 
will cut him off from among his people, because he has given 
one of his children to Molech, to make my sanctuary unclean 
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and to profane my holy name. 4And if the people of the land 
do at all close their eyes to that man when he gives one of his 
children to Molech, and do not put him to death, 5then I will 
set my face against that man and against his clan and will 
cut them off from among their people, him and all who follow 
him in whoring after Molech.  

6“If a person turns to mediums and necromancers, whoring 
after them, I will set my face against that person and will cut 
him off from among his people. 7Consecrate yourselves, 
therefore, and be holy, for I am the LORD your God. 8Keep my 
statutes and do them; I am the LORD who sanctifies you. 9For 
anyone who curses his father or his mother shall surely be 
put to death; he has cursed his father or his mother; his blood 
is upon him.  

10“If a man commits adultery with the wife of his neighbor, 
both the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to 
death. 11If a man lies with his father’s wife, he has uncovered 
his father’s nakedness; both of them shall surely be put to 
death; their blood is upon them. 12If a man lies with his 
daughter-in-law, both of them shall surely be put to death; 
they have committed perversion; their blood is upon them. 
13If a man lies with a male as with a woman, both of them 
have committed an abomination; they shall surely be put to 
death; their blood is upon them. 14If a man takes a woman 
and her mother also, it is depravity; he and they shall be 
burned with fire, that there may be no depravity among you. 
15If a man lies with an animal, he shall surely be put to death, 
and you shall kill the animal. 16If a woman approaches any 
animal and lies with it, you shall kill the woman and the 
animal; they shall surely be put to death; their blood is upon 
them.  

17“If a man takes his sister, a daughter of his father or a 
daughter of his mother, and sees her nakedness, and she sees 
his nakedness, it is a disgrace, and they shall be cut off in the 
sight of the children of their people. He has uncovered his 
sister’s nakedness, and he shall bear his iniquity. 18If a man 
lies with a woman during her menstrual period and uncovers 
her nakedness, he has made naked her fountain, and she has 
uncovered the fountain of her blood. Both of them shall be cut 
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off from among their people. 19You shall not uncover the 
nakedness of your mother’s sister or of your father’s sister, for 
that is to make naked one’s relative; they shall bear their 
iniquity. 20If a man lies with his uncle’s wife, he has uncovered 
his uncle’s nakedness; they shall bear their sin; they shall die 
childless. 21If a man takes his brother’s wife, it is impurity. He 
has uncovered his brother’s nakedness; they shall be childless.  

22“You shall therefore keep all my statutes and all my rules 
and do them, that the land where I am bringing you to live 
may not vomit you out. 23And you shall not walk in the 
customs of the nation that I am driving out before you, for 
they did all these things, and therefore I detested them. 24But 
I have said to you, ‘You shall inherit their land, and I will give 
it to you to possess, a land flowing with milk and honey.’ I am 
the LORD your God, who has separated you from the peoples. 
25You shall therefore separate the clean beast from the 
unclean, and the unclean bird from the clean. You shall not 
make yourselves detestable by beast or by bird or by anything 
with which the ground crawls, which I have set apart for you 
to hold unclean. 26You shall be holy to me, for I the LORD am 
holy and have separated you from the peoples, that you 
should be mine.  

27“A man or a woman who is a medium or a necromancer 
shall surely be put to death. They shall be stoned with stones; 
their blood shall be upon them.”  
       21:1And the LORD said to Moses, “Speak to the priests, the 
sons of Aaron, and say to them: No one shall make himself 
unclean for the dead among his people, 2except for his closest 
relatives, his mother, his father, his son, his daughter, his 
brother, 3or his virgin sister (who is near to him because she 
has had no husband; for her he may make himself unclean). 
4He shall not make himself unclean as a husband among his 
people and so profane himself. 5They shall not make bald 
patches on their heads, nor shave off the edges of their 
beards, nor make any cuts on their body. 6They shall be holy 
to their God and not profane the name of their God. For they 
offer the LORD’s food offerings, the bread of their God; 
therefore they shall be holy. 7They shall not marry a 
prostitute or a woman who has been defiled, neither shall 
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they marry a woman divorced from her husband, for the 
priest is holy to his God. 8You shall sanctify him, for he offers 
the bread of your God. He shall be holy to you, for I, the LORD, 
who sanctify you, am holy. 9And the daughter of any priest, if 
she profanes herself by whoring, profanes her father; she 
shall be burned with fire.  

10“The priest who is chief among his brothers, on whose 
head the anointing oil is poured and who has been 
consecrated to wear the garments, shall not let the hair of his 
head hang loose nor tear his clothes. 11He shall not go in to 
any dead bodies nor make himself unclean, even for his father 
or for his mother. 12He shall not go out of the sanctuary, lest 
he profane the sanctuary of his God, for the consecration of 
the anointing oil of his God is on him: I am the LORD. 13And he 
shall take a wife in her virginity. 14A widow, or a divorced 
woman, or a woman who has been defiled, or a prostitute, 
these he shall not marry. But he shall take as his wife a virgin 
of his own people, 15that he may not profane his offspring 
among his people, for I am the LORD who sanctifies him.”  

16And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 17“Speak to Aaron, 
saying, None of your offspring throughout their generations 
who has a blemish may approach to offer the bread of his 
God. 18For no one who has a blemish shall draw near, a man 
blind or lame, or one who has a mutilated face or a limb too 
long, 19or a man who has an injured foot or an injured hand, 
20or a hunchback or a dwarf or a man with a defect in his 
sight or an itching disease or scabs or crushed testicles. 21No 
man of the offspring of Aaron the priest who has a blemish 
shall come near to offer the LORD’s food offerings; since he 
has a blemish, he shall not come near to offer the bread of his 
God. 22He may eat the bread of his God, both of the most holy 
and of the holy things, 23but he shall not go through the veil 
or approach the altar, because he has a blemish, that he may 
not profane my sanctuaries, for I am the LORD who sanctifies 
them.” 24So Moses spoke to Aaron and to his sons and to all 
the people of Israel.  
       22:1And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to Aaron 
and his sons so that they abstain from the holy things of the 
people of Israel, which they dedicate to me, so that they do 
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not profane my holy name: I am the LORD. 3Say to them, ‘If 
any one of all your offspring throughout your generations 
approaches the holy things that the people of Israel dedicate 
to the LORD, while he has an uncleanness, that person shall be 
cut off from my presence: I am the LORD. 4None of the 
offspring of Aaron who has a leprous disease or a discharge 
may eat of the holy things until he is clean. Whoever touches 
anything that is unclean through contact with the dead or a 
man who has had an emission of semen, 5and whoever 
touches a swarming thing by which he may be made unclean 
or a person from whom he may take uncleanness, whatever 
his uncleanness may be— 6the person who touches such a 
thing shall be unclean until the evening and shall not eat of 
the holy things unless he has bathed his body in water. 7When 
the sun goes down he shall be clean, and afterward he may 
eat of the holy things, because they are his food. 8He shall not 
eat what dies of itself or is torn by beasts, and so make 
himself unclean by it: I am the LORD.’ 9They shall therefore 
keep my charge, lest they bear sin for it and die thereby when 
they profane it: I am the LORD who sanctifies them.  

10“A lay person shall not eat of a holy thing; no foreign 
guest of the priest or hired servant shall eat of a holy thing, 
11but if a priest buys a slave as his property for money, the 
slave may eat of it, and anyone born in his house may eat of 
his food. 12If a priest’s daughter marries a layman, she shall 
not eat of the contribution of the holy things. 13But if a 
priest’s daughter is widowed or divorced and has no child 
and returns to her father’s house, as in her youth, she may eat 
of her father’s food; yet no lay person shall eat of it. 14And if 
anyone eats of a holy thing unintentionally, he shall add the 
fifth of its value to it and give the holy thing to the priest. 
15They shall not profane the holy things of the people of 
Israel, which they contribute to the LORD, 16and so cause them 
to bear iniquity and guilt, by eating their holy things: for I am 
the LORD who sanctifies them.”  

17And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 18“Speak to Aaron 
and his sons and all the people of Israel and say to them, 
When any one of the house of Israel or of the sojourners in 
Israel presents a burnt offering as his offering, for any of 



 

80 

their vows or freewill offerings that they offer to the LORD, 19if 
it is to be accepted for you it shall be a male without blemish, 
of the bulls or the sheep or the goats. 20You shall not offer 
anything that has a blemish, for it will not be acceptable for 
you. 21And when anyone offers a sacrifice of peace offerings 
to the LORD to fulfill a vow or as a freewill offering from the 
herd or from the flock, to be accepted it must be perfect; 
there shall be no blemish in it. 22Animals blind or disabled or 
mutilated or having a discharge or an itch or scabs you shall 
not offer to the LORD or give them to the LORD as a food 
offering on the altar. 23You may present a bull or a lamb that 
has a part too long or too short for a freewill offering, but for 
a vow offering it cannot be accepted. 24Any animal that has 
its testicles bruised or crushed or torn or cut you shall not 
offer to the LORD; you shall not do it within your land, 
25neither shall you offer as the bread of your God any such 
animals gotten from a foreigner. Since there is a blemish in 
them, because of their mutilation, they will not be accepted 
for you.”  

26And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 27“When an ox or 
sheep or goat is born, it shall remain seven days with its 
mother, and from the eighth day on it shall be acceptable as a 
food offering to the LORD. 28But you shall not kill an ox or a 
sheep and her young in one day. 29And when you sacrifice a 
sacrifice of thanksgiving to the LORD, you shall sacrifice it so 
that you may be accepted. 30It shall be eaten on the same day; 
you shall leave none of it until morning: I am the LORD.  

31“So you shall keep my commandments and do them: I am 
the LORD. 32And you shall not profane my holy name, that I 
may be sanctified among the people of Israel. I am the LORD 
who sanctifies you, 33who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt to be your God: I am the LORD.” 
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Holy Sexuality  
 
1. How are many of the laws given in Leviticus 18 counter-

intuitive to ancient and modern belief? 
 
 
 
2. How are many of the laws given in Leviticus 18 counter-

cultural for common behavior? 
 
 
 
3. How are these laws about human sexuality, and what is 

acceptable, based in God’s created design? 
 
 
 
4. According to Paul in Romans 1:18-30, why are some of 

these sins so easily accepted as “normal”? 
 
 
 
 
Holy Relationships 
 
5. How are the commandments toward God and the 

commandments toward humanity from the Ten 
Commandments related together in Leviticus 19? 

 
 
 
6. How pervasive are the commands towards others in 

chapter 19?  Is anyone left out? 
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7. How does 19: 14 show that God is concerned for the heart 
as well as the hand, internal holiness as well as external 
holiness? 

  
 
 
8. How does 19:18 serve as a summary of these commands? 
 
 
 
 
Holy Leadership  
 
9. In chapter 21, God reiterates the necessity of holy 

leadership.  Why is this a central concern for God’s 
people? 

 
 
 
10. In what way might the priest “profane” God or his 

sanctuary?  
 
 
 
11. Why would profaning God be especially heinous for the 

priests to do? 
 
 
 
12. Why is it especially heinous for any of God’s people to sin? 
 
 
 
13. In chapter 22, God outlines the benefits of godly 

leadership from the priest. What are these benefits? 
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Holy Consequences  
 
14. Chapter 20 details the punishment for those who engage 

in pagan worship through child sacrifice and certain acts of 
sexual immorality.  How severe are these consequences? 

 
 
 
15. Why is this level of punishment warranted for these sins? 
 
 
 
16. How does this chapter help us better understand the 

holiness of God and the sinfulness of sin?   
 
 
 
17. How does this chapter teach us about the false dichotomy 

between private acts and the public good? 
 
 
Holy Imitation 
 
18. Looking at these chapters as a whole, but especially 

passages like 18:1-5; 19:1-2; 20:22-27, what motivation is 
given over and over again for the holiness of the people? 

 
 
 
19. What implications does this have for believers today?   
 
 
 
20. How does this shed light on the practical outworking of 

Romans 8:29 for our everyday lives? 
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21. How does this speak to the quality of the worship to be 
offered by God’s people (22:17-33)? 

 
 
 
22. What can you do to improve the all-of-life worship you 

offer to God in light of the gospel (Rom 12:1)? 
 
 
 
 
Everyday Discipleship  
 
23. How would you summarize what have we learned? 
 
 
 
 
 
24. How should we pray and change in response to what 

we’ve learned? 
 
 
 

25. Who can we prayerfully share what we’ve learned with 
and how? 
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Session 7: 
The Observance of Holy Days 
 
 
 
Holiday or Holy Day?  
 
For most us, a holiday is not a holy day.  A holy day is 
something for religious activities and solemnity while a holiday 
is a festive day full of fun and excitement.  Yet, Kenneth 
Matthews tells us that “the origin of the word holiday was 
holy plus day.”  He goes to say that the word holiday “had the 
idea of a sacred religious feast or the meaning of a day of 
recreation. The idea of a day spent free from work came to 
dominate and is the general meaning we think of today. In 
Britain the expression go on holiday means that someone is, 
as we Americans say, going on vacation.”7  
 Perhaps Israel would have understood the connection 
better than we do today.  For part of their worship was 
specific holy days that signaled a break from the normal 
patterns of life to celebrate the grace given to them by God.  
What may be surprising is how these laws apply to us today.  
  
 
Leviticus 23:1-25:55 
 
The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to the people of 
Israel and say to them, These are the appointed feasts of the 
LORD that you shall proclaim as holy convocations; they are 
my appointed feasts.  

3“Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day is a 
Sabbath of solemn rest, a holy convocation. You shall do no 
work. It is a Sabbath to the LORD in all your dwelling places.  

4“These are the appointed feasts of the LORD, the holy 
convocations, which you shall proclaim at the time appointed 
for them. 5In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the 
month at twilight, is the LORD’s Passover. 6And on the 
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fifteenth day of the same month is the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread to the LORD; for seven days you shall eat unleavened 
bread. 7On the first day you shall have a holy convocation; 
you shall not do any ordinary work. 8But you shall present a 
food offering to the LORD for seven days. On the seventh day is 
a holy convocation; you shall not do any ordinary work.”  

9And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 10“Speak to the 
people of Israel and say to them, When you come into the 
land that I give you and reap its harvest, you shall bring the 
sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest to the priest, 11and he 
shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, so that you may be 
accepted. On the day after the Sabbath the priest shall wave 
it. 12And on the day when you wave the sheaf, you shall offer 
a male lamb a year old without blemish as a burnt offering to 
the LORD. 13And the grain offering with it shall be two tenths 
of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil, a food offering to the 
LORD with a pleasing aroma, and the drink offering with it 
shall be of wine, a fourth of a hin. 14And you shall eat neither 
bread nor grain parched or fresh until this same day, until 
you have brought the offering of your God: it is a statute 
forever throughout your generations in all your dwellings.  

15“You shall count seven full weeks from the day after the 
Sabbath, from the day that you brought the sheaf of the wave 
offering. 16You shall count fifty days to the day after the 
seventh Sabbath. Then you shall present a grain offering of 
new grain to the LORD. 17You shall bring from your dwelling 
places two loaves of bread to be waved, made of two tenths of 
an ephah. They shall be of fine flour, and they shall be baked 
with leaven, as firstfruits to the LORD. 18And you shall present 
with the bread seven lambs a year old without blemish, and 
one bull from the herd and two rams. They shall be a burnt 
offering to the LORD, with their grain offering and their drink 
offerings, a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 
19And you shall offer one male goat for a sin offering, and two 
male lambs a year old as a sacrifice of peace offerings. 20And 
the priest shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits as 
a wave offering before the LORD, with the two lambs. They 
shall be holy to the LORD for the priest. 21And you shall make 
proclamation on the same day. You shall hold a holy 
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convocation. You shall not do any ordinary work. It is a 
statute forever in all your dwelling places throughout your 
generations.  

22“And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall 
not reap your field right up to its edge, nor shall you gather 
the gleanings after your harvest. You shall leave them for the 
poor and for the sojourner: I am the LORD your God.”  

23And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 24“Speak to the 
people of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, on the first day 
of the month, you shall observe a day of solemn rest, a 
memorial proclaimed with blast of trumpets, a holy 
convocation. 25You shall not do any ordinary work, and you 
shall present a food offering to the LORD.”  

26And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 27“Now on the tenth 
day of this seventh month is the Day of Atonement. It shall be 
for you a time of holy convocation, and you shall afflict 
yourselves and present a food offering to the LORD. 28And you 
shall not do any work on that very day, for it is a Day of 
Atonement, to make atonement for you before the LORD your 
God. 29 For whoever is not afflicted on that very day shall be 
cut off from his people. 30And whoever does any work on that 
very day, that person I will destroy from among his people. 31 
You shall not do any work. It is a statute forever throughout 
your generations in all your dwelling places. 32It shall be to 
you a Sabbath of solemn rest, and you shall afflict yourselves. 
On the ninth day of the month beginning at evening, from 
evening to evening shall you keep your Sabbath.”  

33And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 34“Speak to the 
people of Israel, saying, On the fifteenth day of this seventh 
month and for seven days is the Feast of Booths to the LORD. 
35On the first day shall be a holy convocation; you shall not do 
any ordinary work. 36For seven days you shall present food 
offerings to the LORD. On the eighth day you shall hold a holy 
convocation and present a food offering to the LORD. It is a 
solemn assembly; you shall not do any ordinary work.  

37“These are the appointed feasts of the LORD, which you 
shall proclaim as times of holy convocation, for presenting to 
the LORD food offerings, burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
sacrifices and drink offerings, each on its proper day, 
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38besides the LORD’s Sabbaths and besides your gifts and 
besides all your vow offerings and besides all your freewill 
offerings, which you give to the LORD.  

39“On the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you 
have gathered in the produce of the land, you shall celebrate 
the feast of the LORD seven days. On the first day shall be a 
solemn rest, and on the eighth day shall be a solemn rest. 
40And you shall take on the first day the fruit of splendid 
trees, branches of palm trees and boughs of leafy trees and 
willows of the brook, and you shall rejoice before the LORD 
your God seven days. 41You shall celebrate it as a feast to the 
LORD for seven days in the year. It is a statute forever 
throughout your generations; you shall celebrate it in the 
seventh month. 42You shall dwell in booths for seven days. All 
native Israelites shall dwell in booths, 43that your generations 
may know that I made the people of Israel dwell in booths 
when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD 
your God.”  

44Thus Moses declared to the people of Israel the 
appointed feasts of the LORD.  
     24:1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Command the 
people of Israel to bring you pure oil from beaten olives for 
the lamp, that a light may be kept burning regularly. 3Outside 
the veil of the testimony, in the tent of meeting, Aaron shall 
arrange it from evening to morning before the LORD 
regularly. It shall be a statute forever throughout your 
generations. 4He shall arrange the lamps on the lampstand of 
pure gold before the LORD regularly.  

5“You shall take fine flour and bake twelve loaves from it; 
two tenths of an ephah shall be in each loaf. 6And you shall 
set them in two piles, six in a pile, on the table of pure gold 
before the LORD. 7And you shall put pure frankincense on 
each pile, that it may go with the bread as a memorial 
portion as a food offering to the LORD. 8Every Sabbath day 
Aaron shall arrange it before the LORD regularly; it is from 
the people of Israel as a covenant forever. 9And it shall be for 
Aaron and his sons, and they shall eat it in a holy place, since 
it is for him a most holy portion out of the LORD’s food 
offerings, a perpetual due.”  
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10Now an Israelite woman’s son, whose father was an 
Egyptian, went out among the people of Israel. And the 
Israelite woman’s son and a man of Israel fought in the camp, 
11and the Israelite woman’s son blasphemed the Name, and 
cursed. Then they brought him to Moses. His mother’s name 
was Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan. 
12And they put him in custody, till the will of the LORD should 
be clear to them.  

13Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 14“Bring out of the 
camp the one who cursed, and let all who heard him lay their 
hands on his head, and let all the congregation stone him. 
15And speak to the people of Israel, saying, Whoever curses 
his God shall bear his sin. 16Whoever blasphemes the name of 
the LORD shall surely be put to death. All the congregation 
shall stone him. The sojourner as well as the native, when he 
blasphemes the Name, shall be put to death.  

17“Whoever takes a human life shall surely be put to death. 
18Whoever takes an animal’s life shall make it good, life for 
life. 19If anyone injures his neighbor, as he has done it shall be 
done to him, 20fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth; whatever injury he has given a person shall be given to 
him. 21Whoever kills an animal shall make it good, and 
whoever kills a person shall be put to death. 22You shall have 
the same rule for the sojourner and for the native, for I am 
the LORD your God.” 23So Moses spoke to the people of Israel, 
and they brought out of the camp the one who had cursed 
and stoned him with stones. Thus the people of Israel did as 
the LORD commanded Moses.  
         25:1The LORD spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying, 
2“Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When you 
come into the land that I give you, the land shall keep a 
Sabbath to the LORD. 3For six years you shall sow your field, 
and for six years you shall prune your vineyard and gather in 
its fruits, 4but in the seventh year there shall be a Sabbath of 
solemn rest for the land, a Sabbath to the LORD. You shall not 
sow your field or prune your vineyard. 5You shall not reap 
what grows of itself in your harvest, or gather the grapes of 
your undressed vine. It shall be a year of solemn rest for the 
land. 6The Sabbath of the land shall provide food for you, for 
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yourself and for your male and female slaves and for your 
hired servant and the sojourner who lives with you, 7and for 
your cattle and for the wild animals that are in your land: all 
its yield shall be for food.  

8“You shall count seven weeks of years, seven times seven 
years, so that the time of the seven weeks of years shall give 
you forty-nine years. 9Then you shall sound the loud trumpet 
on the tenth day of the seventh month. On the Day of 
Atonement you shall sound the trumpet throughout all your 
land. 10And you shall consecrate the fiftieth year, and 
proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It 
shall be a jubilee for you, when each of you shall return to his 
property and each of you shall return to his clan. 11That 
fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you; in it you shall neither 
sow nor reap what grows of itself nor gather the grapes from 
the undressed vines. 12For it is a jubilee. It shall be holy to 
you. You may eat the produce of the field.  

13“In this year of jubilee each of you shall return to his 
property. 14And if you make a sale to your neighbor or buy 
from your neighbor, you shall not wrong one another. 15You 
shall pay your neighbor according to the number of years 
after the jubilee, and he shall sell to you according to the 
number of years for crops. 16If the years are many, you shall 
increase the price, and if the years are few, you shall reduce 
the price, for it is the number of the crops that he is selling to 
you. 17You shall not wrong one another, but you shall fear 
your God, for I am the LORD your God.  

18“Therefore you shall do my statutes and keep my rules 
and perform them, and then you will dwell in the land 
securely. 19The land will yield its fruit, and you will eat your 
fill and dwell in it securely. 20And if you say, ‘What shall we 
eat in the seventh year, if we may not sow or gather in our 
crop?’ 21I will command my blessing on you in the sixth year, 
so that it will produce a crop sufficient for three years. 
22When you sow in the eighth year, you will be eating some of 
the old crop; you shall eat the old until the ninth year, when 
its crop arrives.  

23“The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the land is 
mine. For you are strangers and sojourners with me. 24And in 
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all the country you possess, you shall allow a redemption of 
the land.  

25“If your brother becomes poor and sells part of his 
property, then his nearest redeemer shall come and redeem 
what his brother has sold. 26If a man has no one to redeem it 
and then himself becomes prosperous and finds sufficient 
means to redeem it, 27let him calculate the years since he sold 
it and pay back the balance to the man to whom he sold it, 
and then return to his property. 28But if he has not sufficient 
means to recover it, then what he sold shall remain in the 
hand of the buyer until the year of jubilee. In the jubilee it 
shall be released, and he shall return to his property.  

29“If a man sells a dwelling house in a walled city, he may 
redeem it within a year of its sale. For a full year he shall 
have the right of redemption. 30If it is not redeemed within a 
full year, then the house in the walled city shall belong in 
perpetuity to the buyer, throughout his generations; it shall 
not be released in the jubilee. 31But the houses of the villages 
that have no wall around them shall be classified with the 
fields of the land. They may be redeemed, and they shall be 
released in the jubilee. 32As for the cities of the Levites, the 
Levites may redeem at any time the houses in the cities they 
possess. 33And if one of the Levites exercises his right of 
redemption, then the house that was sold in a city they 
possess shall be released in the jubilee. For the houses in the 
cities of the Levites are their possession among the people of 
Israel. 34But the fields of pastureland belonging to their cities 
may not be sold, for that is their possession forever.  

35“If your brother becomes poor and cannot maintain 
himself with you, you shall support him as though he were a 
stranger and a sojourner, and he shall live with you. 36Take 
no interest from him or profit, but fear your God, that your 
brother may live beside you. 37You shall not lend him your 
money at interest, nor give him your food for profit. 38I am 
the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt 
to give you the land of Canaan, and to be your God.  

39“If your brother becomes poor beside you and sells 
himself to you, you shall not make him serve as a slave: 40he 
shall be with you as a hired servant and as a sojourner. He 
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shall serve with you until the year of the jubilee. 41Then he 
shall go out from you, he and his children with him, and go 
back to his own clan and return to the possession of his 
fathers. 42For they are my servants, whom I brought out of 
the land of Egypt; they shall not be sold as slaves. 43You shall 
not rule over him ruthlessly but shall fear your God. 44As for 
your male and female slaves whom you may have: you may 
buy male and female slaves from among the nations that are 
around you. 45You may also buy from among the strangers 
who sojourn with you and their clans that are with you, who 
have been born in your land, and they may be your property. 
46You may bequeath them to your sons after you to inherit as 
a possession forever. You may make slaves of them, but over 
your brothers the people of Israel you shall not rule, one over 
another ruthlessly.  

47“If a stranger or sojourner with you becomes rich, and 
your brother beside him becomes poor and sells himself to the 
stranger or sojourner with you or to a member of the 
stranger’s clan, 48then after he is sold he may be redeemed. 
One of his brothers may redeem him, 49or his uncle or his 
cousin may redeem him, or a close relative from his clan may 
redeem him. Or if he grows rich he may redeem himself. 50He 
shall calculate with his buyer from the year when he sold 
himself to him until the year of jubilee, and the price of his 
sale shall vary with the number of years. The time he was 
with his owner shall be rated as the time of a hired servant. 
51If there are still many years left, he shall pay 
proportionately for his redemption some of his sale price. 52If 
there remain but a few years until the year of jubilee, he shall 
calculate and pay for his redemption in proportion to his 
years of service. 53He shall treat him as a servant hired year 
by year. He shall not rule ruthlessly over him in your sight. 
54And if he is not redeemed by these means, then he and his 
children with him shall be released in the year of jubilee. 
55For it is to me that the people of Israel are servants. They 
are my servants whom I brought out of the land of Egypt: I 
am the LORD your God.  
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Holy Days of Rest 
 
1. According to 23:1-2, what exactly are the days we are 

about to read about?  Why are they significant? 
 
 
 
2. Describe the first holy day given to Israel (23:3).  Why do 

you think this was given to Israel? 
 
 
 
3. What can we learn about the Sabbath from Exodus 31:13-

17 and Ezekiel 12:20? 
 
 
 
 
Holy Days of Sacrifice  
 
4. What is the next day given to Israel (23:4-8)?   
 
 
 
5. Some have said that this day was to Israel what the Fourth 

of July is to the United States of America.  Why would they 
say that?  What does this day commemorate?  Hint: read 
Exodus 12-14, if you’re unsure.  

 
 
 
6. How was this celebration transformed by Jesus (Matt 

26:17-29) for new covenant believers? 
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7. Given what the Passover meant for Israel, how was this 
transition appropriate for the Church? 

 
 
 
 
Holy Days of Provision  
 
8. What was the feast of firstfruits (23:9-14)?  What were 

they acknowledging in this celebration? 
 
 
 
9. What feast came after this (23:15-22)? What was 

commanded here and why? 
 
 
 
10. The next special event was especially important to Israel’s 

worship (23:23-44).  How was its beginning sounded 
among the people? 

 
 
 
11. How were the Day of Atonement and the Feast of Booths 

meant to encourage Israel?  How did they point forward 
to Christ?  

 
 
 
12. How should the prescribed rest help point us to Jesus? 

Hint: consider Matthew 11:28,29 and Hebrews 4:1-3. 
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Holy Days in the New Covenant 
 
13. What does the New Testament says about the observance 

of special days now in the new covenant (Col 2:16-17; 
Rom 14:5)? 

 
 
 
14. Does this cheapen the days we’ve just read about or 

heighten the importance of every day we live? 
 
 
 
 
15. What implications does this have for how we should view 

Sunday as a day of worship? 
 
 
 
16. What should be done as the people of God gathered 

together?  Consider some passages: 
 

Hebrews 10:24,25 
 
1 Corinthians 11:17-34; 14:26 
 
Ephesians 5:18-21 
 
Colossians 3:16 
 
Acts 2:41,42 
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Holy Days in God’s Presence 
 
17. How was the presence meant to be seen as something 

sacred among the people (24:1-9)? 
 
 
 
18. How do the instructions in 24:10-23 all point to the 

holiness of God? 
 
 
 
 
Holy Days of Freedom 
 
19. What was supposed to happen every seventh year (25:1-

7)?  How did this require trust from Israel? 
 
 
 
20. How was the fiftieth year of Jubilee a year that 

represented freedom and compassion (25:8-55)? 
 
 
 
21. How did this year come to ultimate fulfillment in the 

person and work of Jesus (see Gal 5:1)? 
 
 
 
 
Everyday Discipleship  
 
22. How would you summarize what have we learned? 
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23. How should we pray and change in response to what 
we’ve learned? 

 
 
 
24. Who can we prayerfully share what we’ve learned with 

and how? 
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Session 8: 
The Use of Holy Words 
 
 
 
Making Promises  
 
What’s the only problem with making promises? Keeping 
them!  We make vows all the time, perhaps without even 
thinking about them.  When’s the last time you actually paid 
attention to the words you pledge allegiance to the American 
flag?  Sometimes the vows we are make are incredibly 
weighty.  Even if you’ve not personally made it, consider the 
oath taken by those testifying in court, swearing that what 
they say is: “the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help me God.” 
 But do we take such things seriously in our everyday 
conversations?  Do we think of our words as expressions of 
our character?  God certainly wanted his people to think very 
carefully about the words they used in the hopes that they 
would evidence a character that reflected his own.  
 
 
 
Leviticus 26:1-27:34 
 
“You shall not make idols for yourselves or erect an image or 
pillar, and you shall not set up a figured stone in your land to 
bow down to it, for I am the LORD your God. 2 You shall keep 
my Sabbaths and reverence my sanctuary: I am the LORD.  

3“If you walk in my statutes and observe my command-
ments and do them, 4then I will give you your rains in their 
season, and the land shall yield its increase, and the trees of 
the field shall yield their fruit. 5Your threshing shall last to 
the time of the grape harvest, and the grape harvest shall last 
to the time for sowing. And you shall eat your bread to the 
full and dwell in your land securely. 6I will give peace in the 
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land, and you shall lie down, and none shall make you afraid. 
And I will remove harmful beasts from the land, and the 
sword shall not go through your land. 7You shall chase your 
enemies, and they shall fall before you by the sword. 8 Five of 
you shall chase a hundred, and a hundred of you shall chase 
ten thousand, and your enemies shall fall before you by the 
sword. 9I will turn to you and make you fruitful and multiply 
you and will confirm my covenant with you. 10You shall eat 
old store long kept, and you shall clear out the old to make 
way for the new. 11I will make my dwelling among you, and 
my soul shall not abhor you. 12And I will walk among you and 
will be your God, and you shall be my people. 13I am the LORD 
your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, that you 
should not be their slaves. And I have broken the bars of your 
yoke and made you walk erect.  

14“But if you will not listen to me and will not do all these 
commandments, 15if you spurn my statutes, and if your soul 
abhors my rules, so that you will not do all my 
commandments, but break my covenant, 16then I will do this 
to you: I will visit you with panic, with wasting disease and 
fever that consume the eyes and make the heart ache. And 
you shall sow your seed in vain, for your enemies shall eat it. 
17I will set my face against you, and you shall be struck down 
before your enemies. Those who hate you shall rule over you, 
and you shall flee when none pursues you. 18And if in spite of 
this you will not listen to me, then I will discipline you again 
sevenfold for your sins, 19and I will break the pride of your 
power, and I will make your heavens like iron and your earth 
like bronze. 20And your strength shall be spent in vain, for 
your land shall not yield its increase, and the trees of the land 
shall not yield their fruit.  

21“Then if you walk contrary to me and will not listen to 
me, I will continue striking you, sevenfold for your sins. 22And 
I will let loose the wild beasts against you, which shall 
bereave you of your children and destroy your livestock and 
make you few in number, so that your roads shall be 
deserted.  

23“And if by this discipline you are not turned to me but 
walk contrary to me, 24then I also will walk contrary to you, 



 

101 

and I myself will strike you sevenfold for your sins. 25And I 
will bring a sword upon you, that shall execute vengeance for 
the covenant. And if you gather within your cities, I will send 
pestilence among you, and you shall be delivered into the 
hand of the enemy. 26When I break your supply of bread, ten 
women shall bake your bread in a single oven and shall dole 
out your bread again by weight, and you shall eat and not be 
satisfied.  

27“But if in spite of this you will not listen to me, but walk 
contrary to me, 28then I will walk contrary to you in fury, and 
I myself will discipline you sevenfold for your sins. 29You shall 
eat the flesh of your sons, and you shall eat the flesh of your 
daughters. 30And I will destroy your high places and cut down 
your incense altars and cast your dead bodies upon the dead 
bodies of your idols, and my soul will abhor you. 31And I will 
lay your cities waste and will make your sanctuaries desolate, 
and I will not smell your pleasing aromas. 32And I myself will 
devastate the land, so that your enemies who settle in it shall 
be appalled at it. 33And I will scatter you among the nations, 
and I will unsheathe the sword after you, and your land shall 
be a desolation, and your cities shall be a waste.  

34“Then the land shall enjoy its Sabbaths as long as it lies 
desolate, while you are in your enemies’ land; then the land 
shall rest, and enjoy its Sabbaths. 35As long as it lies desolate 
it shall have rest, the rest that it did not have on your 
Sabbaths when you were dwelling in it. 36And as for those of 
you who are left, I will send faintness into their hearts in the 
lands of their enemies. The sound of a driven leaf shall put 
them to flight, and they shall flee as one flees from the sword, 
and they shall fall when none pursues. 37They shall stumble 
over one another, as if to escape a sword, though none 
pursues. And you shall have no power to stand before your 
enemies. 38And you shall perish among the nations, and the 
land of your enemies shall eat you up. 39And those of you who 
are left shall rot away in your enemies’ lands because of their 
iniquity, and also because of the iniquities of their fathers 
they shall rot away like them.  

40“But if they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their 
fathers in their treachery that they committed against me, 



 

102 

and also in walking contrary to me, 41so that I walked 
contrary to them and brought them into the land of their 
enemies—if then their uncircumcised heart is humbled and 
they make amends for their iniquity, 42then I will remember 
my covenant with Jacob, and I will remember my covenant 
with Isaac and my covenant with Abraham, and I will 
remember the land. 43But the land shall be abandoned by 
them and enjoy its Sabbaths while it lies desolate without 
them, and they shall make amends for their iniquity, because 
they spurned my rules and their soul abhorred my statutes. 
44Yet for all that, when they are in the land of their enemies, I 
will not spurn them, neither will I abhor them so as to destroy 
them utterly and break my covenant with them, for I am the 
LORD their God. 45But I will for their sake remember the 
covenant with their forefathers, whom I brought out of the 
land of Egypt in the sight of the nations, that I might be their 
God: I am the LORD.”  

46These are the statutes and rules and laws that the LORD 
made between himself and the people of Israel through Moses 
on Mount Sinai.  
       27:1The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to the people 
of Israel and say to them, If anyone makes a special vow to 
the LORD involving the valuation of persons, 3then the 
valuation of a male from twenty years old up to sixty years 
old shall be fifty shekels of silver, according to the shekel of 
the sanctuary. 4If the person is a female, the valuation shall 
be thirty shekels. 5If the person is from five years old up to 
twenty years old, the valuation shall be for a male twenty 
shekels, and for a female ten shekels. 6If the person is from a 
month old up to five years old, the valuation shall be for a 
male five shekels of silver, and for a female the valuation 
shall be three shekels of silver. 7And if the person is sixty years 
old or over, then the valuation for a male shall be fifteen 
shekels, and for a female ten shekels. 8And if someone is too 
poor to pay the valuation, then he shall be made to stand 
before the priest, and the priest shall value him; the priest 
shall value him according to what the vower can afford.  

9“If the vow is an animal that may be offered as an offering 
to the LORD, all of it that he gives to the LORD is holy. 10He 
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shall not exchange it or make a substitute for it, good for bad, 
or bad for good; and if he does in fact substitute one animal 
for another, then both it and the substitute shall be holy. 
11And if it is any unclean animal that may not be offered as 
an offering to the LORD, then he shall stand the animal before 
the priest, 12and the priest shall value it as either good or 
bad; as the priest values it, so it shall be. 13But if he wishes to 
redeem it, he shall add a fifth to the valuation.  

14“When a man dedicates his house as a holy gift to the 
LORD, the priest shall value it as either good or bad; as the 
priest values it, so it shall stand. 15And if the donor wishes to 
redeem his house, he shall add a fifth to the valuation price, 
and it shall be his.  

16“If a man dedicates to the LORD part of the land that is 
his possession, then the valuation shall be in proportion to its 
seed. A homer of barley seed shall be valued at fifty shekels of 
silver. 17If he dedicates his field from the year of jubilee, the 
valuation shall stand, 18but if he dedicates his field after the 
jubilee, then the priest shall calculate the price according to 
the years that remain until the year of jubilee, and a 
deduction shall be made from the valuation. 19And if he who 
dedicates the field wishes to redeem it, then he shall add a 
fifth to its valuation price, and it shall remain his. 20But if he 
does not wish to redeem the field, or if he has sold the field to 
another man, it shall not be redeemed anymore. 21But the 
field, when it is released in the jubilee, shall be a holy gift to 
the LORD, like a field that has been devoted. The priest shall 
be in possession of it. 22If he dedicates to the LORD a field that 
he has bought, which is not a part of his possession, 23then 
the priest shall calculate the amount of the valuation for it up 
to the year of jubilee, and the man shall give the valuation on 
that day as a holy gift to the LORD. 24In the year of jubilee the 
field shall return to him from whom it was bought, to whom 
the land belongs as a possession. 25Every valuation shall be 
according to the shekel of the sanctuary: twenty gerahs shall 
make a shekel.  

26“But a firstborn of animals, which as a firstborn belongs 
to the LORD, no man may dedicate; whether ox or sheep, it is 
the LORD’s. 27And if it is an unclean animal, then he shall buy 
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it back at the valuation, and add a fifth to it; or, if it is not 
redeemed, it shall be sold at the valuation.  

28“But no devoted thing that a man devotes to the LORD, of 
anything that he has, whether man or beast, or of his 
inherited field, shall be sold or redeemed; every devoted thing 
is most holy to the LORD. 29No one devoted, who is to be 
devoted for destruction from mankind, shall be ransomed; he 
shall surely be put to death.  

30“Every tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land 
or of the fruit of the trees, is the LORD’s; it is holy to the LORD. 
31If a man wishes to redeem some of his tithe, he shall add a 
fifth to it. 32And every tithe of herds and flocks, every tenth 
animal of all that pass under the herdsman’s staff, shall be 
holy to the LORD. 33One shall not differentiate between good 
or bad, neither shall he make a substitute for it; and if he does 
substitute for it, then both it and the substitute shall be holy; 
it shall not be redeemed.”  

34These are the commandments that the LORD commanded 
Moses for the people of Israel on Mount Sinai.  
 
 
 
Holy Words of Blessings and Cursing 
 
1. What fundamental condition does God give for Israel’s 

worship (26:1-2)? 
 
 
 
2. What does God promise in return for Israel’s obedience 

(26:3-13)? 
 
 
 
3. What were the consequences for Israel’s disobedience 

(26:14-39)? 
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4. In your mind, what are most terrifying words among these 
verses? 

 
 
 
5. How are these promises of blessings and cursing tied 

specifically to Israel as the covenant people of God? 
 
 
 
6. How are these promises specific examples of God’s 

broader stance toward the righteous and the wicked? 
 
 
 
7. How has the curse of God for our sin been satisfied by 

Christ (Rom 3:21-26; Gal 4:4-5)?  
 
 
 
 
Holy Words of Repentance and Renewal 
 
8. How does God make provision for a sinful people to return 

to him (26:40-45)? 
 
 
 
9. Did God have to do this?  Is this provision a sign of his 

justice or mercy? 
 
 
 
10. How do these instructions help our own new covenant 

renewal of fellowship with God after our sin? 
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Holy Words of Promise and Possession 
 
11. How do these instructions teach us about God’s 

generosity? 
 
 
 
12. How do these instructions teach us about God’s 

faithfulness? 
 
 
 
13. How do these instructions teach us about how God’s 

people should be faithful? 
 
 
 
14. How do these instructions teach us about the sinfulness of 

God’s people? 
 
 
 
15. What can we learn from these verses about offering our 

lives to God? 
 
 
 
16. What do we learn about the importance of consistency 

between our inward life and outward life (see also 
Matthew 5-7)? 

 
 
 
17. How can we see these verses fulfilled in truth that God’s 

people are his treasured possession (1 Pet 2:9)? 
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Everyday Discipleship  
 
18. How would you summarize what have we learned? 
 
19. How should we pray and change in response to what 

we’ve learned? 
 
 
 
20. Who can we prayerfully share what we’ve learned with 

and how? 
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